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Delaine Le Bas artist residency at The White House, Dagenham. Photography by Eszter Halasi. 
Courtesy Create London. 
 
Create London has commissioned artist and Turner Prize nominee Delaine 
Le Bas to create a new installation exploring the hidden histories and 
resistance of Roma & Traveller communities. The new exhibition takes 
place at The White House on the Becontree Estate in Dagenham, East 
London. 
 
Through textiles, sculptural objects and glasswork that form an immersive 
installation, Delaine Le Bas: Stranger in Silver Walking on Air explores the 
hidden histories and the artist’s own lived experiences of Roma & Traveller 
communities. Moving through the house, the artworks reveal glimpses of 
these often misunderstood and maligned narratives, transforming The 
White House into a dreamlike space of storytelling, resilience and creativity.  
 
Entering the house, the walls are swathed in painted calico artworks 
featuring ‘The Stranger in Silver, Walking on Air’ – a profile silhouette of a 
hooded woman in a silver dress and heels. The Stranger is a figure that 
repeats throughout the house, every corner of which is activated and 
infused with elements that reflect the richness, complexity and resilience of 
Roma & Traveller life whilst investigating conceptions and the materiality of 
the domestic space.  
 
Painted fabrics and printed silks layer over one another, colourful glass 
works catch the light, while intimate textiles echo the presence of those who 
have passed through before. In the kitchen, artist-designed ceramics invite 
visitors to sit, share and reflect, while a curated library offers deeper insight 
into the history and struggles of these nomadic and persecuted 
communities.  
 
Outside in the garden, a playful yet poignant encampment of ‘rubbish doll’ 
figures – a motif Le Bas has explored for over two decades – occupies the 
front lawn. These eerie, makeshift dolls, with their plastic-like faces and 
garbage-bag bodies, serve as a sharp, ironic reminder of societal attitudes 
toward dispossession and belonging. 
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Le Bas has been artist-in-residence at The White House over the course of 
a six-month period. During this time, Create London has facilitated an 
engagement process of community conversations with Roma & Traveller 
community workers, Barking & Dagenham’s local Roma residents, visiting 
artists and curators. Approximately 4.5% of the UK's Roma & Traveller 
population are located in East London, between Tower Hamlets, Newham, 
and Barking & Dagenham. Le Bas’ commitment to Roma & Traveller 
creativity highlights the plight of a community that faces significant social 
injustice in the UK, with racist sentiments and exclusion from broader 
society impacting education levels, socio-economic status and life 
expectancy. In this exhibition, Create London is consulting with a range of 
advocacy and community groups to reach Roma & Traveller communities, 
including Roma Support Group, London Gypsies & Travellers, Gypsies & 
Travellers Essex, Traveller Movement and Romano Lav.  
 
Delaine Le Bas: Stranger in Silver Walking on Air builds on a lifetime of 
work for Le Bas. The English-Romani artist has long championed Roma 
and Traveller creativity with work across Europe that includes presence at 
the 52nd and 58th Venice Biennales, co-curating the first Roma Biennial in 
2018 and exhibitions in Vienna, Berlin and Athens. This commission is part 
of a recent wave of attention in the UK, following on from the artist’s 
recognition on the Turner Prize 2024 shortlist and a significant exhibition at 
Tramway in Glasgow.  
 
 

 
Delaine Le Bas artist residency at The White House, Dagenham. Photography by Eszter Halasi. 
Courtesy Create London. 
 
Marie Bak Mortensen, Director of Create London, said: “We are 
incredibly fortunate to have Delaine Le Bas’s work transform The White 
House in a way never experienced before in our residency history. By 
fostering meaningful connections and creating artworks that reflect and 
amplify the narratives of Roma & Traveller communities, we hope the 
exhibition will counter stereotypical conceptions, exploring the impact of the 
diaspora experience by asking what has been displaced, dismissed, 
withheld or thrust onto Roma communities as a result of historical 
discrimination. We are excited by how the installation re-examines and 
plays with the architecture of the domestic spaces of The White House, 
testing ideas around the liveable museum, home-as-artwork and 
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studio-as-domestic space while offering new ways to engage audiences 
with contemporary visual art.” 
 
Delaine Le Bas said: “As I have been returning to Dagenham – walking its 
streets and visiting archives – I have explored my feelings as a newcomer 
to the borough. The experience of being a stranger – feeling othered and 
unmoored – is prevalent in the Roma & Traveller communities. I have often 
felt like a Stranger in Silver Walking on Air.” 
 
A series of readings, performances and community events welcome 
audiences to ‘stop’ at the house, creating a space of dialogue, rest and 
connection. This reflects the sentiment of ‘Atchin Tan’; a Romany phrase 
that translates as ‘stopping place’. 
 
 
Find out more: createlondon.org 
Events programme: The White House eventbrite 
 
ENDS 
 
For further information, images and interview requests please contact: 
Matthew Brown at Sam Talbot: matthew@sam-talbot.com / 07989 446557 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Credit Lines 
Delaine Le Bas: Stranger in Silver Walking on Air is commissioned by 
Create London. The project is supported by Art Fund, Arts Council England 
- National Lottery Project Grants, and Cockayne Grants for the Arts - a 
donor-advised fund held at The London Community Foundation. 
 
Create London is a National Portfolio Organisation.  
 
About Delaine Le Bas 
English-Romani artist Delaine Le Bas lives and works across the UK and 
Europe. Born in 1965 in Worthing, she graduated from Central St Martin’s 
and her work explores themes of nationhood, land, belonging and gender 
through various media such as embroidery, painting, collage, sculpture, 
installation, and performance. Describing the intertwined nature of her 
identity and her work, Le Bas has stated “…as a Romani, my viewpoint has 
always been that of the outsider and this position of the 'other' is reflected in 
the materials and messages within my work. We live in a culture of mixed 
values and garbled messages. My works are often crafted from the 
disregarded and disparate objects of the car boot sale and the charity 
shops". 
 
Le Bas has played a significant role in the building of a Roma/Traveller 
contemporary art movement and aesthetic. Her work has been featured in 
the 52nd and 58th Venice Biennales and the Gwangju Biennale in 2012. 
She co-curated the first Roma Biennale, 'Come out Now!', in Berlin in 2018. 
She has been shortlisted for the 2024 Turner Prize, and is currently 
artist-in-residence at The White House, Dagenham; a contemporary and 
community art space operated by Create London.  
 
About The White House  
The White House is a contemporary and community art space redeveloped 
and operated by Create London and supported by the London Borough of 
Barking & Dagenham. Formerly an 18th-century farmhouse, the space was 
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transformed in 2016 by architectural studio Apparata into a new model for 
arts engagement and social change. 
 
Situated in the middle of the Becontree Estate in East London, The White 
House hosts local creative groups and showcases how arts can catalyse 
lasting change and community connection in areas lacking cultural 
infrastructure. Through residency programmes, visiting artists live in the 
house and co-create new work with nearby residents, local artists and art 
educators to present a public programme of workshops, talks, screenings 
and events. The space also hosts community parties, gardening clubs and 
crafting circles.   
 
Across these programmes, Create London enlivens The White House as a 
‘home’ for creativity to connect artists and audiences with themes that 
reflect the changing communities and historical context of Becontree, 
Barking & Dagenham. 
 
Past projects and resident artists have included Rory Pilgrim (Turner Prize 
shortlist, 2023); Verity-Jane Keefe (Living Together, Becontree Centenary 
2020-21; Lived in Architecture RIBA exhibition, 2022); Shezad Dawood 
(Visions of Paradise, 2022); and Elsa James (A Place With A Heart, A 
Place To Grow, 2021). whitehouseart.org 
 
About Create London  
Create London commissions socially engaged art, generous architecture 
and bold infrastructure that is woven into the fabric of everyday life. Our 
work is driven by a belief that transformative and radical ideas can derive 
from working long-term within local communities. We bring world-class 
cultural experiences to areas where it is least expected, providing inclusive 
moments for individuals to expand their imaginations, foster collective 
action and support thriving communities. Recent projects include 
co-commissioning the Hackney Windrush Art Commissions with Thomas J 
Price and Veronica Ryan OBE, for which the latter artist won the 2022 
Turner Prize; the RIBA award-winning A House for Artists by Apparata 
Studio and Grayson Perry’s first public sculpture Inspiration Lives Here in 
Barking Town Centre. Create London is an Arts Council England National 
Portfolio Organisation. createlondon.org 
 
Art Fund  
Art Fund is the UK's independent charity for art, helping museums and 
people to share in great art and culture for 120 years. Art Fund raises 
millions of pounds every year to help the UK’s museums, galleries and 
historic houses. The charity funds art, enabling the UK’s museums to buy 
and share exciting works, connect with their communities, and inspire the 
next generation. It builds audiences with its National Art Pass opening 
doors to great culture; and it amplifies the museum sector through the 
world’s largest museum prize, Art Fund Museum of the Year, and creative 
events that bring the UK’s museums together. Art Fund is people-powered 
by 135,000 members who buy a National Art Pass, and the donors, trusts 
and foundations who support the charity.    
  
The National Art Pass provides free or discounted entry to over 400 
museums, galleries and historic places, 50% off major exhibitions, and Art 
Quarterly magazine. www.artfund.org 
 
Arts Council England 
Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and 
culture. We have set out our strategic vision in Let’s Create that by 2030 we 
want England to be a country in which the creativity of each of us is valued 
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and given the chance to flourish and where every one of us has access to a 
remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences. From 2023 to 2026 
we will invest over £467 million of public money from Government and an 
estimated £250 million from The National Lottery each year to help support 
the sector and to deliver this vision. This year the National Lottery will 
celebrate 30 years of supporting good causes in the United Kingdom 
through raising £49 billion and awarding over 690,000 individual grants 
since the first draw was held in 1994. artscouncil.org.uk 
 
Cockayne 
Cockayne is a private foundation based in San Francisco. It supports 
diverse and ground-breaking arts projects in the performing, literary and 
visual arts in London through a donor-advised programme, ‘Cockayne 
Grants for the Arts’. cockaynefoundation.org 
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