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Statement from our Chair

As Chair of Create London, I am happy 
to report that this pioneering arts 
organisation has succeeded in delivering 
an especially ambitious programme 
over the course of 2018-19 which has 
supported the work of over 30 artists 
and creative practitioners and, through 
a series of new and long-term projects 
that are now embedded in local 
communities in east London and further 
afield benefited the lives of a wide range 
of London residents.  This year marks a 
decade since Create began delivering 
projects in east London, originally as part 
of a partnership of 5 London Boroughs 
prior to the Charity being formed in 
2012. In this time we have set up ten 
new enterprises and organisations and 

House programme by engaging with 
local children, families and young 
people. 

Our 2017-18 Panic! research 
programme with the University 
of Edinburgh and the Barbican 
continues to inform our practice 
and to be shared widely across 
our sector. Responding to the 
need to increase the diversity and 
representation of new voices in 
the art industry, we are pleased 
to have partnered again with the 
Genesis Foundation to support 
the employment and training of a 
new Young Curator who joined the 
Create Team this year. This one-year 
placement includes time spent at 
the curatorial departments of both 
Tate Britain and the Chisenhale 
Gallery and is a unique opportunity 
which is testament to how we 
continue to build partnerships 
across London to create new, 
valuable opportunities to emerging 
talents from underrepresented 
backgrounds.

This year, we have sharpened 
our focus and energy around 
establishing projects that go on 
to become independent local 
organisations and enterprises. 
The ability to achieve long-term 

helped over 1,000 young people 
into training and employment. It 
is a pleasure and privilege to see 
how the organisation has grown, 
adapted and refined its practice and 
methodology over this short period 
of time. 

This year we have continued to 
work collaboratively with a broad 
range of institutional partners and 
organisations. Partnerships with 
the Tate and Chisenhale Galleries, 
and with the educational charity A 
New Direction continue and we are 
especially privileged to continue 
our relationship as the Associate 
Partner of the Barbican, where our 
offices are based and with whom 
we continue to collaborate across 
east London. This year saw the 
delivery of the fifth community 
arts festival, Walthamstow Garden 
Party, delivered in partnership with 
the Barbican, as well as a new artist 
residency in Dagenham at The White 
House which was co-produced with 
their Creative Learning team. Here, 
artist Gal Leshem worked over a 
period of three months with pupils 
at Dagenham’s Sydney Russell 
School who enjoyed visiting and 
making new art for The White House 
and for a local exhibition. This is 
part of our drive to enrich The White 

engagement with local communities 
through building sustainable 
organisations in this way is unique 
to Create London in the field of 
artistic practice in the UK.  Long-term 
enterprises that we have helped 
establish and that reached their own 
5 year milestones this year include 
Company Drinks in Barking, Blackhorse 
Workshop in Walthamstow and Open 
School East in Margate. Each are 
recognised as pioneering and impactful 
models of good practice and we are 
proud to have been part of their story.   
This year we have worked to help three 
more organisations and enterprises to 
reach a point of independence in the 
near future. In Hackney, artist Aaron 
Angell has set up a new ceramics 
enterprise with local young people which 
will launch in 2019. This will see young 
people working with Angell and other 
resident artists at the Troy Town Pottery 
to design and produce a range of 
handmade gardenware which will create 
an income stream for those involved 
and lead to paid employment. The White 
House is set to become an independent 
charitable organisation in 2021 and the 
local steering group for the project, ‘The 
Keepers’, is growing in terms of local 
influence and governance strength. 
Rabbits Road Press in Manor Park is now 
in its third year of artist-led community 
activities centered around a community 
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risograph print and design facility in 
the former library we restored and re-
opened in 2014. We now look to secure 
a sustainable future for this pioneering 
project in Newham, working with our 
resident artists and local partners. Our 
work at the Press this year has included 
summer schools, regular open-access 
as well as an artist residency from 
Mumbai based artist Aqui Thami which 
was delivered in partnership with the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, our second 
partnership of this kind. 

We were fortunate this year to be invited 
to collaborate with the British Council 
and the Moscow-based architecture 
and urbanism agency Strelka to conduct 
a three-week lecture and workshop 
tour of five Russian cities. In our tenth 
year, we are increasingly looking for 
opportunities to share what we have 
learned working in the unique context 
of east London with cities across the UK 
and internationally. This was a chance 
for us to work with grass roots arts 
and architecture-based organisation 
across this vast country and as well 
as sharing what we have learned we 
also enriched our own understandings 
of the possibilities for working with 
artists and communities in urban 
contexts. We continue to explore further 
opportunities with the British Council 
and with other cities.

Our three year, £1.4m programme of arts, 
heritage and community projects in west 
London’s Park Royal district continues. Artists, 
including Faisal Abdu’Allah, Rebecca Davies 
and Rosalie Schweiker are now working onsite 
and we are excited about continuing to share 
our experience of working with artists and 
communities in east London with a new part 
of the city undergoing significant change and 
development. We have secured additional 
support from the Arts Council’s Challenge 
London fund to deliver a three-year project with 
local young people, who will be trained in
planning and design policy and gain insights into 
how cities are shaped and decisions made. This 
pioneering project - Park Royal Young Planners 
- will create a template for how city leaders 
can engage meaningfully with, and learn from, 
young residents.

This year, we have succeeded in raising 
significant contributions from public and 
private sources and Trusts and Foundations 
who share our objectives to engage new, 
often marginalised audiences in our city, to 
create new spaces for communities and 
artists to come together and to create new 
jobs and opportunities for our young people. 
Inequality of access and opportunity continue 
to characterise the arts industry and we are 
actively campaigning and leading by example 
to shift this balance.  Our major funders once 
again were Arts Council England, the Greater 
London Authority, Bloomberg LP, Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch, as well as our valued 
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Walthamstow Garden Party, 2018 (c) Camilla Greenwell

London Boroughs and institutional partners. My thanks go out 
to them, and to all our funders and partners who make our work 
possible. We are continually inspired by your commitment to 
work with us to establish new ways for artists to be part of the 
lives of everyone in our great city, for the benefit of our many 
communities.  And increasingly, to share what we have learned 
with other cities across the UK and internationally. 

My sincere thanks go to all the committed Trustees of Create 
London who are generous in contributing guidance, experience, 
time, personal financial support and insight. To the executive 
team I offer my thanks for their achievements, my admiration 
and continued support.

John Studzinski CBE
Chairman and Trustee



Create London

Create London is working to help 
to reshape and re-imagine the role 
of artists in London, building new 
connections between artists and 
people living and working in some of 
the most rapidly changing parts of 
the city. 

Our goal is to help re-think the kinds 
of things that art can do in cities, 
with a programme spanning job 
creation, urban renewal, enterprise, 
community development and 
nurturing young artists.

Our ambitious programme of 
projects aims to:

Connect Artists and Communities
We help and encourage artists 
to connect more closely with 
communities. Our work is primarily 
focused in east London, home to 
more artists and art organisations 
than anywhere else in Europe and 
one of the most economically 
deprived parts of the UK. 

Tackle the Challenges of the City
Create exists to explore the ways 
that artists can make positive 
contributions to the lives of people 
in cities.

Facilitate Urban Renewal
We commission art anywhere. Unlike 
a gallery or theatre we have no fixed 
public space, preferring to work in 
the places people encounter every 
day.
 
We have expertise in delivering 
long-term projects that contribute 
to improvements in neighbourhoods 
across east London and which 
involve communities in the process 
of change.

Engage Children and Young People
Working in areas that experience 
low levels of cultural engagement, 
we prioritise working with children 
and young people who would not 
normally have access to publicly 
funded arts and culture.

Support Artists
We provide significant new 
opportunities for artists. We 
encourage the artists we work 
with  to consider their relationship 
with the neighbourhoods they live 
and work in, resulting in changes in 
their practice and ground-breaking 
projects.

Page 4 Old Manor Park Library (2016). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff
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In 2017, artist collective They 
Are Here were commissioned to 
transform the former car park 
behind The White House into a 
community garden. They aimed 
to create a garden environment 
that provides a ‘residency’ space 
for multiple species, mirroring 
The White House as a residency 
site for artists and echoing the 
creation of the Becontree housing 
estate. A series of structures will 
be made that house and support 
the residency of different species, 
including insects and birds, along 
the with infrastructure needed for 
growing and cultivating plants and 
trees. 

In 2018 they worked with local 
participants in Dagenham who 
were interested in gardening, 
permaculture and construction. 
Activities included a mushroom 
log workshop led by permaculture 
expert Graham Burnett, concrete 
poetry authored by The White House 
Poetry Group and drop-in gardening 
sessions.  They Are Here held 
community consultation workshops 
that enabled participants to trace 
over their design; moving, removing 

Workshop participants at The White House Garden (2018). Image courtesy of Indre Neiberkaite
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or suggesting additional elements. 
This led towards a working design 
for the garden based on theirs and 
the community’s ideas, as well as 
Graham Burnett’s expert advice; 
resulting in a list of necessary 
infrastructure and plant species to 
be grown. Capital works began in 
January 2019 and completion of the 
first phase is set for later in the year.

A House for Artists is a pioneering 
new model for affordable housing 
and arts infrastructure in Barking 
Town Centre, combining a new 
community arts centre with studios 
and 12 affordable apartments for 
artists and their families. 

The original premise for the project 
stems from two major issues facing 
London: the lack of affordable 
housing for artists alongside a lack 
of funding for community and social 
spaces. As part of their tenancies, 
artists will collaborate to develop 
and lead a public programme of 
activity responding to the needs 
and interests of local residents 
in Barking Town Centre. It aims to 
make a positive contribution to local 
infrastructure for art, to embed a 
long-term and sustainable space 
for arts engagement and education 
within the local community and 
to introduce the principle of an 
active affordable tenancy for skilled 
workers in London. 

This year saw us choose the 16 
artists who will move into the 
house and start our programme 
of research and preparation for 
the activation of the community 

A House for Artists
Apparata

A House for Artists interior Render: Shared Walkway Space . Image courtesy of Apparata
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hall within the building, which will 
commence as soon as the artists 
move in.

The scheme has been designed 
by the young London-based 
architectural studio Apparata, 
in collaboration with the London 
Borough of Barking and Dagenham 
and with support from the Mayor 
of London. As part of the client 
group we are very much involved 
in the process of designing and 
building what we think will be an 
important piece of art and housing 
infrastructure for London. 

At a time when local councils are 
struggling to build and manage 
existing community spaces – and 
artists are finding it increasingly 
hard to remain in London – we see 
this project as a pilot or model, 
which could be replicated in other 
London boroughs. 

Headline facts and figures: 
• Capital budget £4.2million
• The building will accomodate 12 

artists and their families
• A House for Artists is set to open 

in 2021

A House for Artists is delivered in partnership with 
the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham 
with support from the Mayor of London.

The White House is supported by London Borough 
of Barking & Dagenham, Arts Council England, 
Paul Hamlyn Foundation, City Bridge Trust, Gene-
sis Foundation and The Foyle Foundation.

Projects

The White House Garden



July 2018
Lloyd Park, Walthamstow

Walthamstow Garden Party is an 
annual event celebrating Waltham 
Forest’s creative and cultural 
communities. For its fifth year, 
Create and the Barbican once again 
joined forces with Waltham Forest 
Council, attracting over 33,000 
visitors to Walthamstow’s beautiful 
Lloyd Park and the William Morris 
Gallery.

The 2018 event saw two days of 
music, craft, performance, food 
and family activity delivered in 
partnership with over 35 local 
organisations. 

This year, local makerspace and 
our long-term partners Blackhorse 
Workshop invited applications 
from local makers to create a 
collection of reactive festival 
fashion, activated by the wearer’s 
body movement. Children and their 
parents made extendable arms, 
altered vision goggles, creaking 
mechanical joints, pogo stick legs, 
hide and seek faces and retractable 
Pinocchio noses. They were created 
through simple mechanics and 
constructed from the material most 
commonly used in the Blackhorse 

Walthamstow Garden Party

Walthamstow Garden Party 2018. Image (c) Camilla Greenwell
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Workshop – wood and metal – and 
gave kids the chance to get hands 
on experience of making and design. 

The Workshop partnered with A New 
Direction and Create Jobs to work 
with local young people, providing 
them with practical experience of 
delivering a public activity, and an 
insight into the world of design, 
making and event management. 
Each maker was paired with a 
young person (supported by the 
Create Jobs team) who assisted 
the workshop and gave practical 
support throughout the weekend.

Interchange is our new youth-
led innovation lab using creative 
leadership and human-centred 
design to empower young 
Londoners and their communities.

Interchange has been set up in 
response to the growing challenges 
faced by many young people in 
London who want to start a career 
in the cultural and creative sector. 
The group will focus on Londoners 
from diverse backgrounds and is a 
response to the Panic! report which 
revealed the structural barriers 
facing many attempting to establish 
a career in these industries.

Interchange brings together a 
collective of talented, young 
creative practitioners aged 18-24 
and provides a supportive space 
for them to meet regularly, to 
innovate, co-create and learn. 
In 2018/19 Interchange members 
were selected from Create Jobs 
and Panic! traineeship alumni 
and the group have interests 
spanning art, design, curating, 
fashion, architecture and social 
entrepreneurialism. We will seek 
to provide paid opportunities for 
members of the group within the 

Interchange
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Create London programme, to share 
contacts, tools and resources to 
help develop their practices and will 
support funding bids by those in the 
group as well as offering careers 
advice and mentoring.

Each member of the group also 
has access to a micro-grant of up 
to £500 each year to research and 
develop a new project which will be 
developed with the support of the 
group and that of the Create team. 
We encourage projects which use 
the lived experience of the group 
as a starting point. Members of the 
group will be supported to co-create 
new, socially useful creative projects 
that build and test ideas that could 
lead to a positive change in the 
real-life experiences of other young 
people.

Interchange is part of We Can Create – Create’s 
new youth programme kindly supported by Bank 
of America, with additional support from the 
Garfield Weston Foundation.

Delivered in partnership with the Barbican and 
London Borough of Waltham Forest.



Panic 2018 was a project that 
incorporated the release of a 
major paper, led by sociologists 
from the Universities of Edinburgh 
and Sheffield, that investigates 
inequalities in the cultural workforce 
as well as a public programme that 
aimed to make a significant step to 
start a more effective conversation 
within the industry

The paper, Panic! Social Class, 
Taste and Inequalities in the 
Creative Industries, is based on 
almost 300 hours of interviews with 
creative professionals collected 
following a national survey in 2015 
as part of Create’s first Panic! 
project. It is the first time that 
sociologists have compared 
large-scale national datasets on 
social mobility alongside industry-
specific information, offering new 
insights into the tastes, values and 
engagement of cultural workers.

We partnered with the researchers, 
the Barbican and Arts Emergency 
to deliver this report and a day-long 
sector-based event at the Barbican 
Centre, In Focus, that discussed 
the results of the research, and 
encouraged the sector to reflect 

Panic! 
 

on the findings, and investigate 
new ways to affect change in the 
industry, which culminated in an 
evening talk with the writer Reni 
Eddo-Lodge.
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Rabbits Road Press is a community 
Risograph print studio and 
publishing press run by artist 
collective, One Of My Kind (OOMK), 
situated within Old Manor Park 
Library. With a focus on facilitating 
original work between local 
community groups and artists in and 
around the Old Manor Park Library, 
the small-scale publishing press 
prints artists' work and custom-
bind zines and small publications on 
demand.

This year, we invited artist Aqui 
Thami, a Mumbai-based artist, 
activist and academic, to be 
resident, in collaboration with the 
V&A Research Institute.

Her multidisciplinary practice is 
inspired by the culture of DIY, which 
has brought her to collaborate with 
young girls, women and children. 
She is a founding member of 
Dharavi Art Room and is also a 
member of Bombay Underground, 
an artist collective that organised 
the first Zine Fest held in Mumbai, 
bringing together a large volume of 
self-published books and zines for 
the public for the first time ever in 
India.

Rabbits Road Press
Aqui Thami
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Supported by Arts Council England 

In Focus event at the Barbican, June 2018. Below, Reni Eddo-Lodge in conversation with Sara Wajid

(c) Suzanne Zhang 

Thami’s residency was in 
collaboration with the V&A Research 
Institute (VARI) and took place 
between 15 October 2018 and 15 
January 2019. Thami worked at the 
Old Manor Park Library, working 
closely with OOMK. Aqui stayed at 
The White House, our residency 
and community space on the 
Becontree Estate. This was the 
second collaboration with the V&A, 
following the successful residency 
with Wouter Osterholt at The White 
House in 2017-18.
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The Great Place Scheme is supported by the 
National Lottery through Arts Council England and 
the Heritage Lottery Fund

at an ‘unloved’ site. These places 
include parks, street corners, forest 
schools, library gardens and other 
public spaces where long-term 
interventions will help support local 
communities’ engagement with the 
varied landscapes of the borough.

This year, building has started on a 
selection of sites, including vPPR’s 
Higham Hill Children’s Theatre and 
Build Up's The Shade at Aldriche 
Way. Build Up worked with young 
people from the estate to design 
and build a new community space 
for all residents to enjoy. The project 
is designed to be a place where 
families and friends can have BBQs, 
celebrate birthdays, enjoy the 
gardens, play ping-pong and relax.

Community engagement and young 
people were at the centre of this 
project. 53 young people attended 
workshops over the Easter Holidays 
and over the August summer 
holidays 16 young people aged 14-18 
from the estate helped with the 
construction process, learning new 
skills and investing time in improving 
in their local community.

Making Places is a project where 
artists, architects and creative 
practitioners have been invited to 
deliver public realm improvement 
works in partnership with Waltham 
Forest Council, bringing one new 
project to every ward in response to 
local residents’ suggestions.

Until the 1980s, a high percentage of 
trained architects in London worked 
for Local Authorities and the design 
ambition of public bodies can be 
seen today in municipal buildings, 
parks and infrastructure projects 
across London. This is no longer the 
case and as we look for examples 
of good quality municipal design in 
the city, we are more often than not 
drawn to historical precedents. One 
excellent example of which is the 
Grade II Walthamstow Town Hall and 
grounds (Philip Dalton Hepworth, 
1941).

We have been working in partnership 
with Waltham Forest Council on 
developing a project which in a 
small but, we hope, significant way 
brings back design and artist-led 
approaches to improving the public 
realm of the borough through 20 new 
site-specific public improvement 
projects. Each project will take place 

Making Places 

The 2018 OPDC Annual Art 
Commission, was awarded to 
visual artist and local barber, Faisal 
Abdu’Allah for “The Park Royals”, a 
new artwork made in collaboration 
with a group of twenty-two inter-
generational workers from Park 
Royal in west London, where 
Abdu’Allah was born, raised and 
continues to work today. 

The project, which we have curated 
and produced, has culminated in 
the creation of two large-scale 
photo-tapestries depicting a staged 
tableau populated by the diverse 
group of workers. The first tapestry 
is composed of a group of eleven 
‘elders’; former factory workers 
from the post-Windrush generation 
who lived and worked in the area in 
the 1960’s-70’s. The second depicts 
younger workers descended from 
the first group and representative 
of the second and third generation 
who still live and work in the area.

Using the photo-tapestries and 
the intricate process of making 
them, Abdu’Allah conceptually 
weaves together the two groups 

lives, stories and struggles. The 
work illustrates the active role the 
elders played in the early years 
of triumphing over adversity and 
community building in Park Royal 
and its surrounding areas and how 
a younger generation have taken up 
this challenge.

Old Oak and Park Royal Development 
Corporation
Faisal Abdu'Allah - The Park Royals

Faisal Abdu'Allah, The Park Royals (c) OPDC

Build Up's The Shade at Aldriche Way



Town Gas

Our work at Troy Town Art Pottery 
with artist Aaron Angell continues 
as this year we have made progress 
to set up a new youth-led, not-
for-profit enterprise, Hoxton 
Gardenware.

Building on the success of Town 
Gas, we are creating a new youth-
led not-for-profit enterprise at Troy 
Town Pottery to offer a socially 
and economically sustainable 
manufacturing and teaching facility 
based in Hoxton. Lead ceramicist 
Aaron Angell and potter Ned Davies 
are working with a group of six local 
18-24-year olds to make terracotta 
gardenware, which will be sold 
at various shops, nurseries and 
galleries around London and the UK.

We believe in the creative potential 
of manufacturing and our aim is 
to establish a distinctive model of 
ceramics production in east London, 
operating at a scale that allows for 
high-quality products to be made, 
while at the same time providing 
high-quality training and paid 
employment opportunities for local 
young people.

Hoxton Gardenware is kindly supported by Bank 
of America and Hackney Council’s Shoreditch and 
Hoxton Art Fund

Page 13 Old Manor Park Library (2016). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff
Hoxton Gardenware. Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff



You Are What You Eat

As we place particular emphasis on 
sharing what we have learned over 
the past 10 years and contributing 
towards cultural strategies and 
initiatives which support artist led 
community-based practice, we 
spent three weeks in February 2019 
in Russia.

Our director Hadrian and head of 
architecture Diana spent three 
weeks in Russia, with Strelka 
Institute and the British Council, 
hosting workshops and lectures on 
City and Culture in 5 Russian regions, 
Vladivostok, a port city in the Far 
East; Perm, in Siberia; Voronezh, 
in the Urals; St Petersburg, the 
former capital and Baltic port; and 
Kaliningrad, a Russian enclave in 
Europe.

This was an opportunity, on the 10th 
anniversary of our organisation, 
to share some of what we have 
learned in the UK and to learn from 
those that we met in Russia. During 
the trip, we were able to reflect 
on our own practice and see it 
inform over 20 pitches for projects 
and collaborations prepared by 
the participants. We feel that real 
projects will come out almost every 

British Council:
City and Culture

You Are What You Eat is part of We Can Create – 
Create’s youth programme kindly supported by 
Bank of America, with additional support from the 
Garfield Weston Foundation

This two-year project is led by 
artist Dunya Kalantery working with 
eleven-year olds from Earlsmead 
Primary School in Tottenham: a 
school situated in a historically 
diverse area experiencing rapid 
urban development, where levels of 
childhood obesity are at a national 
high. 

This series of films works to move 
beyond individualised and penalising 
descriptions of unhealthy eating 
and poor health, and to work against 
negative self-image cycles caused 
by poor representations of race, 
class and ethnicity. 

By celebrating and securing 
relationships between the body, 
community and city, it aims to 
build resilience by focusing on our 
connection to our environment, 
and to inspire children to value 
themselves, their health, and their 
relationship with what nourishes 
them. The project uses film-
making to empower children 
through self-representation, using 
imagination and storytelling to 
interrogate and explore how our 
food, our communities, our urban 
surroundings and our cultures 

create supportive environments for 
both our bodies and our health. 

The children devised, wrote, 
designed, produced and edited the 
series of films over several weeks, 
supported and guided by artist 
Dunya Kalantery, editor Ciaran Wood, 
and filmed by Leo Dawson.
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city workshop – in some cities 
we are hopeful that we may 
see up to three beginning as a 
direct result of the programme. 
The project has led to new 
connections with artists, 
curators and architecture 
practices across Russia.
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2019-20 will see us continue to 
support the development of our 
long-term projects, which will see 
new employment opportunities 
and space for developing 
relationships between artists and 
local neighbourhoods. Projects 
that are now heading towards 
independence include The White 
House in Dagenham and Hoxton 
Gardenware. Over the next year we 
shall be supporting both projects in 
laying the groundwork to reach this 
next phase of their development.

We shall be working on the new 
garden for The White House over 
the summer months and expanding 
our work on the Becontree Estate 
in Dagenham where the house is 
situated. The Estate is the largest 
social housing project in the UK and 
it is celebrating its centenary in 2021. 
2019-20 will see us planning a major 
programme to mark this important 
milestone. 

We continue our Great Place 
Scheme project in North West 
London and 2019-20 will see major 
new commissions with artists, 
filmmakers and designers in Park 
Royal. We also look further afield and 
to Scotland, where a new project in 
Paisley is in development. 

Future Programme
2019-20
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Ongoing Projects
 In addition to developing new 
programmes and projects, we are 
spending significant time, energy 
and resources supporting the 
initiatives we have helped establish 
over the past 9 years. We are 
happy to see the projects we have 
commissioned establish themselves 
as independent enterprises. In 
this way, our work is seeing an 
increasing cumulative impact. Each 
ongoing project is seeing ongoing 
benefits for the communities where 
they are based as well as ongoing 
employment and support for 
artists and creative practitioners 
who work on the projects. 
Our work to support ongoing 
projects ranges from contributing 
towards the governance of new 
charities, CICs and companies 
which we have helped establish, 
supporting ongoing fundraising, 
co-commissioning new work and 
seeking new collaborations.

These projects often provide 
valuable community spaces from 
which they are able to offer a wide 
range of benefits and programmes, 
and have organisational models 
which are able to sustain them. 
Many are now operating as social 
enterprises or charities in their own 
right and this model of making a 
long-term commitment to a place 
and a community is the way in which 
we intend to focus our work over 

Baltic Street Adventure Playground (c) Assemble

the coming years.

The long-term projects that are now 
independent and that we continue 
to support and collaborate with 
include Blackhorse Workshop, Open 
School East, Company Drinks, 
Rabbits Road Press, Create Jobs 
and Troy Town Art Pottery.

Blackhorse Workshop. Image (c) Ben Quinton The White House. Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff 

This will be our second long-term
project outside of London, following 
the achievements of Baltic Street 
Adventure Playground – an example 
of a project which is becoming 
increasingly impactful as it matures 
over time. 



2018/19 was the seventh full year 
of independent operations for the 
Create team after its incorporation 
as a stand-alone charity. The London 
Borough of Hackney contributed 
£25,000 towards funding Create’s 
core costs and, Barking and 
Dagenham and Waltham Forest 
Councils both commissioned Create 
to deliver projects. These were the 
Barking Creative Enterprise Zone 
and Making Places, which brought 
in £28,000 and £15,000 to core 
staff costs respectively. During 
the year we continued our work 
with the Old Oak and Park Royal 
Development Corporation who are 
responsible for a multi-billion area 
redevelopment on which Create will 
be lead curatorial partners. We bring 
the learning from our work in east 
London to curating and producing 
this programme of artist-led activity 
and community engagement in 
another part of the city.

In addition, the team raised almost 
£1,000,000 in new funding from 
corporate sponsors and other 
grant funders. Chief amongst 
these were Arts Council England, 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, the 

Finance

Greater London Authority, London 
Borough of Newham, Bank of 
America, Bloomberg, Garfield 
Weston Foundation, Paul Hamlyn 
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As a charity, we rely on donations, 
grants and sponsorship to help 
fund our activities and support our 
programme. 

Our unique model of setting up long-
term, sustainable organisations and 
enterprises means that the impact 
of your support today will continue 
to grow and to be felt amongst 
communities and artists for years 
to come. Whether you choose to 
get involved in the early stages of a 
project, or join us further down the 
line as it develops and grows, there 
are plenty of ways to help. 

Over the last ten years, our 
supporters have worked with us to 
make the following possible: 
• 10 new artist-led organisations that 
continue to grow. 
• Full time jobs in the creative sector 
for over 400 young Londoners and 
training for over 14,500. 
• Research and policy development 
championing increased access 
to the arts including the ground 
breaking 2018 Panic! report. 
• Projects with over 400 artists, 
reaching audiences of over 400,000.

Support Us

The White House Launch Event (2016)Page 20

To find out more about how you can 
get inviovled, please call: 
020 7382  7284
or email: charlotte@createlondon.org 
or visit: createlondon.org/support-us/

Foundation, City Bridge Trust and 
the Genesis Foundation. Thanks 
go also to the members of the 
Create Circle who made charitable 
contributions of £15,500.

The figures in this report are a 
summary from Create’s Audited 
Accounts.

Statement of Financial Activities              2018 
              £

                2019 
                 £

Incoming Resources
Incoming resources from charitable 
activities (project funding)
Incoming resources from generated 
funds (other income)
Total incoming resources

874,079

55,383

929,462

1,031,976

30,630

1,062,606  

Resources Expended 
Charitable activities
Costs of generating voluntary income
Total resources expended
Net movement in funds
Funds balances at 1 April
Funds balances at 31 March

1,014,410
43,902

1,058,312
(128,850)
465,528
336,678

721,182
34,950
756,132
306,474
336,678
643,152 

Balance Sheet               2018                  2019
               £                  £

Current assets
Debtors
Cash at bank and in hand
Total

-
237,242
193,430
430,672

-
189,300
507,201
696,501

Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year
Net current assets
Total assets

(93,994)

336,678
336,678

(53,349)

643,152
643,152

Income Funds
Restricted funds
Designated funds
Unrestricted funds
Total

106,149
90,000
140,529
336,678

422,322
78,000

142,830
643,152



Associate Partner
Barbican

Core supporters
Arts Council England
Bank of America
Bloomberg Philanthropies
London Borough of Hackney

Project Supporters
London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham
London Borough of Haringey
London Borough of Newham
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Arts and Humanities Research Council
City Bridge Trust
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
Garfield Weston Foundation
Greater London Authority
Greener City Fund
London Youth
National Lottery Heritage Fund
National Lottery Community Fund
Old Oak and Park Royal Development 
Corporation
Paul Hamlyn Foundation
People's Postcode Trust
Rayne Foundation
The Stow Brothers
Victoria and Albert Museum

Legal Support
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

2018-19 Supporters
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Trustees

John Studzinski CBE, Chairman 
Managing Director and Vice 
Chairman, PIMCO

David Bailey CBE 
Artist, photographer and filmmaker

Tony Elliott CBE 
Founder/Chairman at Time Out 
Group Ltd

Karina McTeague 
Director Retail Banking, Supervision, 
Retail and Authorisations Division, 
FCA

Leslie Morphy OBE
Consultant, Deputy Chair of Board 
of Governors at Oxford Brookes 
University

Henry Ritchotte 
Founder, RitMir Ventures

Matthew Slotover OBE 
Co-Founder, Frieze

Andrea Sullivan 
Head of International, Global 
Environment, Social and 
Governance, Bank of America

Bernice Vanier
Independent trustee

Town Gas Launch (2016)

Councillor Guy Nicholson, Vice-Chair 
London Borough of Hackney

Councillor Denise Jones 
London Borough Tower Hamlets

Councillor Ahsan Khan  
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Councillor Paul Douglas 
London Borough of Waltham Forest 

Leader of the Council Darren 
Rodwell  
Leader of the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham

Liam Kane MBE
Company Secretary

Walthamstow Garden Party 2018 (c) Camilla Greenwell



Create London 
Barbican Centre  
Silk Street 
London 
EC2Y 8DS 
+44 (0)20 7382 7284 
info@createlondon.org 
www.createlondon.org 

Faisal Abdu'Allah The Park Royals (c) OPDC 


