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Statement from our Chair

I am happy to report that in our fifth 
year, Create London has continued 
a trailblazing approach to delivering 
projects and programmes which 
benefit the lives of tens of thousands of 
London’s residents. 

To see our long-term projects develop 
and make increasingly significant 
contributions to the lives of many people 
gives us all a great deal of pride. We have 
continued to work collaboratively with 
a diverse range of creative partners, 
artists and funders this year to deliver 
a year-round programme of world-class 
creative activity, development work 
and job creation programmes for young 
people. 

London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham is “A House for Artists”. 
We are delighted that artist Grayson 
Perry has joined us as an advisor 
and ambassador for this project 
that proposes a new model to 
address the way in which the 
housing crisis in London is affecting 
a generation of young artists. 
We start the capital programme 
this year and our aim is for the 
building to be a replicable model, 
both in terms of architecture and 
tenancy models. Our goal is to 
create an opportunity for artists 
to live affordably, and well, in a 
way that connects them to their 
neighbourhoods in meaningful ways. 
Our building will include studios 
and a public space on the ground 
floor, which will act as a community 
centre and the space is to be 
programmed and activated by 12 
resident artists in exchange for rent 
subsidy. 

Another permanent project we have 
been developing this year, with the 
support of the Mayor of London, 
is the restoration of the Grade II 
former Railway Station in North 
Woolwich. Once completed, this 
will be a studio building for artists 
and is to be operated in tandem 
with our long-term partners Open 

Create’s mission is to extend the 
relationships between artists 
and communities in London 
through developing new projects 
and cultivating and supporting 
those that are now established.  A 
major long-term project we have 
launched this year is the White 
House, in the borough of Barking 
and Dagenham. This pilot year has 
seen the completion of a major 
capital restoration of the former 
farmhouse, which is located on 
the Becontree Estate. We have 
delivered four artist residencies 
at the house alongside a training 
programme for a young curator, 
Sophie Chapman, who has overseen 
the artist residencies and a public 
programme, which has actively 
engaged hundreds of people 
living in Dagenham. We have been 
inspired by the local response to the 
programme, which has included the 
production of a film by artist Patrick 
Goddard, and performance works 
by Chad McCail, Ève Chabanon and 
Christina Ford. We look forward to 
welcoming artists from all over the 
world to come and work with us at 
this inspiring new space for artists 
and community. 

Another flagship project launched 
this year in partnership with the 

School East. This is a major urban 
renewal project that will be developed by 
Create over the coming year as this also 
moves into a capital phase. Our aim is 
to create a public programme with local 
residents and by linking this to studio 
spaces for 11 artists, to demonstrate the 
value of having artists as neighbours, 
collaborators and local partners. The 
Station will be in situ for many years 
and we are looking forward the coming 
year, which will see the realisation of the 
vital first stage of the project and the 
activation of the riverfront site.

Our work this year has involved 
thousands of people from across 
east London and at a time where the 
challenges for many communities facing 
poverty and marginalisation is reflected 
closely in our worth this year. We have 
continued to place nearly 100 young 
people into jobs in the creative sector, 
several of these within our own projects, 
and we have placed particular emphasis 
with working with older people, migrants 
and those with limited access to the 
kinds of cultural opportunities that are 
perhaps taken for granted by many 
Londoners. 

Long-term Create projects we continued 
to support and cultivate this year, 
include artist Aaron Angell’s Troy Town 
pottery studio in Hoxton, Rabbits Road 
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Institute in Manor Park and Chicken 
Town in Tottenham. Each of these 
projects is regularly reaching, involving 
and engaging with a diverse group 
of local participants and each offers 
training and mentoring opportunities for 
local young people. We are particularly 
proud that our young group of artists 
at Troy Town have worked to be part 
of a major exhibition at Tate St Ives, 
supported and inspired by Aaron Angell. 

Whilst our focus remains in delivering 
projects in east London, we are now 
providing consultancy and advice to 
those in both the public and private 
sector across the city and beyond. We 
are proud that our efforts in putting a 
bid together for the Arts Council and 
Heritage Lottery Fund levered in a 
three year £1.4m programme of arts, 
heritage and community projects in 
west London’s Park Royal area, which 
will start in 2017. Our strategic work with 
our partner boroughs continues and we 
are excited by contributing towards their 
use of art and culture as a powerful and 
effective tool to support urban renewal, 
community development and sustained 
growth.

Our partnerships with the Barbican and 
Chisenhale Gallery continued this year 
and included an ambitious residency 
with artist Luke Willis Thompson and 

the delivery of the fourth Walthamstow Garden 
Party, which again attracted crowds of over 
35,000 people to the grounds of the William 
Morris Gallery in July.

This year, we raised over one million pounds 
from public and private sources and Trusts and 
Foundations to deliver our programme. Our 
major funders were Arts Council England, the 
Greater London Authority, the Mayor’s Fund 
for London, Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
Bloomberg LP and Heritage Lottery Fund as 
well as the London boroughs of Barking and 
Dagenham, Hackney, Haringey, Newham and 
Waltham Forest.  Sincere thanks go out to 
them, and to all our funders and committed 
partners who make our work possible.  In the 
context of the challenges facing the UK and 
London, we are inspired by your commitment to 
work with us to support better neighbourhood 
cohesion, sustainable growth, equality of 
opportunity and finding new models for artists 
being in London, which benefit all of our many 
communities.  

I finish with noting my thanks again to all of the 
members of the Create Board who have this 
year been generous in contributing guidance, 
experience, time, personal financial support 
and insight. To Hadrian Garrard and the rest of 
the executive team I offer my own thanks and 
continued support.

John Studzinski CBE
Chairman and Trustee
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Create London

Create London is working to help 
to reshape and re-imagine the role 
of artists in London, building new 
connections between artists and 
those living in some of the most 
rapidly changing parts of the city. 

Our goal is to help re-think the 
kinds of things that art can do in 
cities, with our work spanning job 
creation, urban renewal, supporting 
community cohesion and nurturing 
young artists.

Our ambitious programme of 
projects aims to:

Connect Artists and Communities
Create helps artists to connect 
more closely with communities. Our 
work is primarily focused in east 
London, home to more artists and 
art organisations than anywhere 
else in Europe and one of the most 
economically deprived parts of the 
UK. 

Tackle the Challenges of the City
Create exists to explore the ways 
that artists can make positive 
contributions to the lives of people 
in cities.

Facilitate Urban Renewal
We commission art anywhere. Unlike 
a gallery or theatre we have no fixed 
public space, preferring to work in 
the places people encounter every 
day.
 
We have expertise in delivering 
long-term creative projects that 
contribute to improvements in 
neighbourhoods across east London 
and which involve communities in 
the process of change.

Engage Children and Young People
Working in areas that experience 
low levels of cultural engagement, 
we prioritise working with children 
and young people who would not 
normally have access to the arts.

Support Artists
We provide significant new 
opportunities for artists. We 
encourage them to consider 
their relationship with their 
neighbourhoods, resulting in 
changes in their practice and 
ground-breaking projects.

Page 4 Old Manor Park Library (2016). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff



Opened August 2016

In August 2016, we worked with 
London-based architecture 
practice  Apparata to transform 
The White House, a derelict 18th 
century farmhouse on Dagenham's 
Becontree Estate, into a new public 
space for art and social activity. 

Followng this major capital project, 
our first year saw two artists take 
up residencies in the new space 
between August and November 
2016. 

During his residency, artist Patrick 
Goddard collaborated with Ravinder 
Atwal, from Barking, to explore the 
borough, considering local and 
national politics, class antagonism, 
feminism, witchcraft, and female 
subjugation in relation to feudal 
England. A new short film Tune Into 
Sanity FM! was the culmination of 
his residency and was premiered at 
Eastbury Manor House in Barking 
in December 2016 and has since 
been showed widely, including at 
Seventeen Gallery.

Artist Chad McCail worked with a 

Headline facts and figures: 
•  We raised £180,000 to restore the 
house 
• For the next 25 years, 4 artists will 
deliver residencies at the house

Projects
The White House 
Apparata

Chad McCail's 'Jack, Jill and the Beanstalk' (2016). Image (c) Zbigniew KotkiewiczPage 5

diverse group of people from the 
local community to write, design, 
build and stage a pantomime at 
the Civic Centre. Jack, Jill and 
the Beanstalk was a humorous, 
irreverent socialist pantomime co-
written with local director Christina 
Ford. Chad ran daily workshops 
at The White House to create the 
puppets and set for the piece, 
working with the group and Christina 
to develop and update the story, 
which touched on a number of social 
and economic issues affecting the 
London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham. 

The house hosts a Front Room 
Programme , with a range of drop-
in activites that respond to local 
interests including  a Gardening 
Club, Poetry Circle, Painting Group 
and Textiles Workshops.

2016-17 saw the conception and 
announcement of A House for 
Artists: a new model for affordable 
housing and arts engagement in 
Barking Town Centre.

The house will combine a new 
community arts centre with studios 
and 12 affordable apartments for 
artists, helping to strengthen local 
art infrastructure as well as arts 
engagement and education in 
Barking.

At a time when local councils are 
struggling to build and manage 
existing community spaces – and 
artists are finding it increasingly 
hard to remain in London – we see 
this project as a pilot or model which 
could be replicated in other London 
boroughs. Artists will be offered 
affordable, secure accomodation 
in exchange for participating in a 
public programme of community-
based activity which will take place 
in the public hall which is integrated 
into the ground floor of the building.

Apparata (Astrid Smitham and 
Nicholas Lobo Brennan) have 
been commissioned to design 
the new build following an invited 
competition. Lobo Brennan is a 
recipient of the Swiss Art Award for 

A House for Artists
Apparata

A House for Artists. Image courtesy of ApparataPage 6

Architecture, and was a founding 
member of the award winning 
architectural collective Gruppe. 
Smitham, who runs the contractor 
arm of Apparata, worked at various 
architectural firms including Caruso 
St John. Smitham and Lobo Brennan 
have worked on various public and 
arts projects in London over the last 
five years, incuding with Create.

The project was launched by project 
patron Grayson Perry at an event 
at Goldsmiths University on April 3, 
2017.

Headline facts and figures: 

• Capital budget £3.1 million
• The building will accomodate 12 

artists and their families
• A House for Artists will open in 

Autumn 2019

A House for Artists is delivered in partnership with 
the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham 
with support from the Mayor of London.

The White House is supported by London Borough 
of Barking & Dagenham, Arts Council England, Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation, City Bridge Trust, Genesis 
Foundation and The Foyle Foundation.

“The White House makes the arts more 
accessible for people, it is free and anyone 
can get involved. We worked together 
on everything here. You come and it is 
generally a really nice vibe, everyone is 
really warm and friendly, it has a really nice 
atmosphere" 

- Callum Excell, local residency and visitor to The White House



July 2016
Lloyd Park, Walthamstow

Following another hugely successful 
year in 2015, Create and the Barbican 
once again joined forces with 
Waltham Forest Council to present 
a weekend of music, theatre, arts 
& crafts, food and family activities. 
The two-day free festival in July 2016 
attracted over 35,000 visitors to 
Walthamstow’s beautiful Lloyd Park 
and William Morris Gallery. 

Create curated the Useful & 
Beautiful Craft Marquee and Trail, an 
arts and craft programme inspired 
by the life and work of William Morris.

Having established the event 
together with the Barbican and 
Waltham Forest Council in 2014,  
the Garden Party is now in its third 
year. Plans are now underway to 
enable and support local arts and 
community organisations to take 
a leadership role in securing a long 
term legacy for the event. Over 30 
local groups are now involved in 
shaping what happens each year in 
the Garden Party.

Walthamstow Garden Party

Walthamstow Garden Party (2016). Image courtesy of Gareth Powell-Evans 
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Create London is working with the 
architeture and art organisation muf 
and  the people of North Woolwich 
to make the end of the North 
Woolwich Railway line into a new 
beginning

This project will transform the east 
end of the former North Woolwich 
Railway Line, a disused 8000m2 strip 
of land.

Starting with new building for 
industry and local employment west 
of Store Road, to open in Autumn 
2018, a series of projects between 
this new social enterprise and 
the old station will create a new 
community garden, new spaces 
for the creative industries and 
opportunities for work and training.

London’s growth has too often 
delivered private profit at the 
expense of residents’ quality of life 
and access to opportunity. North 
Woolwich is a prime example of 
this process – its eight thousand 
residents are surrounded by large 
infrastructure projects which isolate 
the community while bringing little 
local value. muf and Create London 
are working to reverse the trend, by 

North Woolwich Railway Line
muf 
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ensuring every project on the site 
delivers real benefit to local people.

This approach is open, responsive 
and experimental. As much as 
the creation of new buildings and 
public spaces the project in North 
Woolwich is about developing a new 
model of growth. 

The long-term aim of the project 
is to address the impact of North 
Woolwich’s isolation by making 
social and physical connections, and 
delivering opportunities for home 
grown cultural experiences, training 
and jobs. We are delivering this 
as a step-by-step project to test 
ideas and assumptions and arrive 
at solutions that really work, with a 
long-term ambition for collaborative 
governance of the site.

The project has been awarded funds as part of 
the Mayor of London’s London Regeneration Fund 
with a further funding contribution from Crossrail, 
and the project is being delivered in collaboration 
with the London Borough of Newham. The land 
has been leased from TfL.

Headline facts and figures:
• Over 35,000 visitors attended the 
festival across a two-day period
• Create commissioned 16 local 
artists / organisations to run free 
and discounted craft activities 
in the Useful and Beautiful Craft 
Marquee
• 2,600 participants in the craft 
areas

Delivered in partnership with the Barbican and 
London Borough of Waltham Forest.

 Image courtesy of muf



Chisenhale Gallery and Create 
commisioned the New Zealand 
based artist Luke Willis Thompson 
to undertake his first major UK 
residency. His two-year project 
began this year and will culminate in 
summer 2017 with a solo exhibition 
at the Chisenhale Gallery.

In November 2016, Thompson 
established a conversation with 
Diamond Reynolds, and her lawyer, 
and invited her to work with him 
on the production of an artwork. 
Thompson proposed to make an 
aesthetic response that could act 
as a ‘sister-image’ to Reynolds’ 
high-profile video broadcast of her 
boyrfriend being shot and killed by 
a police officer in the United States 
in 2015. Thompson and Reynolds 
agreed to produce a film together, to 
be presented in London, and which 
would break with the well-known 
image of Reynolds, caught in a 
moment of violence and distributed 
within a constant flow of news.

The final work will be produced in 
April 2017. It is a silent portrait of 
Reynolds shot on 35mm, black and 
white film and was presented in the 
gallery as a single screen work.

The Create Chisenhale Residency
Luke Willis Thompson autoportrait 

autoportrait (2017). Images (c) Andy Keate

The Create Chisenhale Residency 
is now in its fifth year and the 
projects are focussed around the 
people of East London and the 
issues which affect their lives. As 
part of Thompson's project, a public 
programme of talks, debate and 
schools-based acitvity will explore 
the themes introduced by the 
project.
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Launched Nov 2016 (ongoing)

Create London invited OOMK 
to open Rabbits Road Press, a 
community Risograph print studio 
and publishing press run by artist 
collective One Of My Kind (OOMK). 
With a focus on facilitating original 
work between local community 
groups and artists in and around the 
Old Manor Park Library, the small-
scale publishing press prints artist 
work and custom-bind zines and 
small publications on demand.

A responsive events programme  
explores a contemporary model 
for community publishing that 
brings together artists, designers, 
writers and local people in Newham. 
A scheduled programme of print 
production workshops, drop-in 
tutorials, and artist talks guide 
participants towards developing 
their ideas into printed form and 
de-mystifying the print production 
process. Artist-led workshops 
explore a range of themes and 
techniques and aim to familiarise 
participants with various elements 
of design and publishing while free 
weekly drop-in sessions offer a 
space for visitors to work on self-

Rabbits Road Press
OOMK

Lantern Lecture, Shami Chakrabarti (2017). Image (c) Caitlin Garner-BaconPage 10

initiated projects.

The project builds on Rabbits 
Road Institute’s initiative to 
establish an accessible and diverse 
community art space to support 
the development of new skills, 
knowledge sharing and social 
exchange for people living in 
Newham.

January 2017 also saw the 
inaugral Lantern Lecture, given by 
former Director of Liberty, Shami 
Chakrabarti.

 

Headline facts and figures

• 24 Open Access Sessions 
delivered over the residency

• 26 emerging artists have 
participated in Rabbits Road 
activity over the year

• Over 4,300 local participants 
have taken part in  Rabbits Road 
activities this year 

Supported by Arts Council England

Rabbits Road Press Launch (2016). Image (c) Steph Jed



Ongoing

Town Gas, a group of young pottery 
practicioners based at London’s only 
publicly accessible gas-fired kiln at 
Troy Town Pottery, officially launched 
this year and is led by the artist 
Aaron Angell.

From April to September 2016, Town 
Gas went on several research visits 
including to the Museum of London 
Archaeology Archive - looking and 
handling their ceramic collection - 
to the V&A, a mudlarking trip near 
Vauxhall Bridge, Royal Academy, Tate 
and Whitechapel Gallery.

In October, with support from 
Create, Troy Town Art Pottery 
officially opened, and with it Town 
Gas offically launched with a 
celebration with partners, friends 
and the local community.

There was also a fox mask making 
workshop as part of Four Seasons 
programme at local gallery PEER 
with artist Fiona MacDonald, 
facilitated by Emily McCartan and 
Town Gas.

In January 2017, Town Gas started 

Town Gas 

Vauxhall mudlarking trip (2017). Image (c) Alice WhitePage 12Page 11

The Create Cities project is a new commission 
that provides a leading artist with a major 
opportunity to deliver a project that will have a 
lasting impact on the life of a community. It is 
made possible by the support of Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch which, for the 8th consecutive year, 
has partnered with Create to support artists in 
east London.

delivering workshops with local 
community groups producing 
artworks inspired by medieval face 
jugs with Hackney Virtual School for 
Looked After Children, Pause and 
Huddleston Centre.

In February, the young members of 
Town Gas travelled to Tate St. Ives 
to exhibit their works developed at 
Troy Town Art Pottery as part of the 
major exhibition, That Continuous 
Thing: Artists and the Ceramics 
Studio, 1920-today. In St Ives, they 
also took part in a series of pottery 
workshops at the Bernard Leach 
studio.

Headline Facts and Figures

•  12 local young residents have 
come together to lead Town Gas

• We have worked with 11 local 
community organisations to 
deliver the public programme

Ongoing

Create Jobs provides new routes 
into the arts and creative industries 
for young people living in Barking 
& Dagenham, Greenwich, Hackney, 
Newham, Tower Hamlets and 
Waltham Forest. Working in 
partnership with A New Direction, 
the programme aims to bring 
more 16–24 year-olds from these 
boroughs into the creative sector, 
diversifying the workforce and 
providing beneficial experiences for 
both employers and job-seekers. 
Create Jobs supports creative, 
diverse and talented young 
Londoners into work in the arts and 
creative industries.

Through a supportive programme of 
opportunities, training and events, 
and working with employers to 
place young people into work, we 
offer a full, personal and practical 
experience on both sides.

Create Jobs makes it easier 
for employers to take on young 
east Londoners by shortlisting 
candidates, offering support and 
advice and helping them to access 
wage incentives. It provides a 
framework to ensure a successful 
experience on both sides, with 

Create Jobs

Creativity Works: Fashion participants (2017)

Creativity Works: Design participants (2016)

follow up visits and feedback.

This year saw several successful 
Creativity Works sessions. These 
six-week industry immersion training 
courses are for young Londoners 
aged 18-24, and see participants 
given access to mentoring, 
accreditation in arts project 
mentoring, work experience and 
masterclasses. 80% of participants 
go on to get jobs or go into further 
training.

Creativity Works: Fashion offered 1-1 
support with applications, meeting 
employers and masterclasses with 
fashion professionals. 

Creativity Works: Design saw 
participants spending two weeks 
with design hubs and a further three 
weeks working graphic designers on 
live briefs.

Headline Facts and Figures

• Over 400 young people took part 
in work placements, training and 
menroting

• Almost 100 young people moved 
into fulltime employment and 
further education in the creative 
and cultural industries

Town Gas launch party (2016). Image (c) Emil Charlaff

Create Jobs is delivered by A New Direction in 
partnership with Create. The programme is 
funded by The Mayor's Fund for London, London 
Legacy Development Corporation and Job Centre 
Plus.



Valence House, Dagenham

This exhibition celebrated the life 
and work of the world famous 
couturier and dressmaker to HM 
Queen Elizabeth II. It was part of 
a wider project, exploring Amies’ 
connection to the Becontree Estate, 
Dagenham, where his childhood 
home, The White House, has re-
opened as a new public space for 
art and social activity.

Unknown to many, Amies spent 
his childhood in Dagenham, living 
nearby in the White House, an 18th 
century farmhouse, while his father 
was overseeing the building of the 
Becontree Estate – then the largest 
public housing project in the world.

Exhibits include elegant tailored 
couture, dresses designed for and 
worn by Her Majesty the Queen, 
ready-made tailored menswear for 
the high street store Hepworths 
and costumes for Stanley Kubrick’s 
classic film 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
Clothing worn by Hardy Amies, 
most of which he designed himself, 
feature alongside photographs and 
letters from his childhood.

Headline facts and figures:

• Over 100 local people  took 
part in workshops, walks and 
volunteering activity as part 
of the project alongside local 
schools and Undergraduate 
students from the London 
College of Fashion

• 2  Dresses worn by HRH The 
Queen were included in the 
Exhibition

Hardy Amies: A Dagenham Designer
 

Hardy Amies Exhibition (2016). Image courtesy of  Emil CharlaffPage 13

Increasingly, we are placing 
particular emphasis on sharing 
what we have learned over the past 
5 years and contributing towards 
cultural strategies and initiatives 
which support community-based 
practice and greater access to art 
and culture in London and beyond. 

Create London has worked over the 
past year to develop a number of 
new cultural strategies for public 
bodies and provide advice and 
support to other arts and municipal 
organisatioins.

This year, we supported a 
successful application on behalf 
of the Old Oak and Park Royal 
Development Corporation (OPDC) 
as part of the Heritage Lottery and 
Arts Council's Great Place Scheme.
We also supported Waltham Forest 
Council in the development of 
a borough-wide project, Making 
Places, where artists, architects 
and landscape designers and 
will be invited to deliver 20 major 
public realm improvement projects  
in partnership with the Council, 
bringing one new project to every 
ward in the borough in response to 
local residents’ suggestions.

Consultancy Work
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Supported by Heritage Lottery Fund

The exhibition was co-curated by 
Create London and Valence House 
Museum, with dress historian and 
curator Amy de la Haye. It ran at 
Valence House Museum between 
December 2016 and February 2017.

A public programme of education 
and community activity ran 
alongside the exhibition. This 
included a collaboration with local 
volunteer archivists, craft and 
design workshops, talks and film 
screenings.

Create London also began a 
programme of support for Tropical 
Isles, one of Hackney's leading 
Carnival groups. We will be working 
over the next year to support the 
development of a new business and 
strategic plan for the group and 
share what we have learned in the 
areas of governance, planning and 
fundraising. 

Old Oak and Park Royal
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The 2017-18 Create programme 
remains as ambitious and dynamic 
as ever as we continue to move 
towards concentrating our engergy on 
establishing and supporting longer-
term projects.

A key development in our practice 
over the past four years has been to 
establish projects which develop over 
a longer period of time, and which are 
more deeply rooted in the communities 
we collaborate with. We have found 
that setting up projects which have 
the potential to grow and to establish 
themselves as part of neighbourhood 
infrastructures, is a responsible 
approach for both artists and their 
audiences/collaborators.  Ensuring 
that projects are supported from the 
early stages to become financially 
sustainable and independent, provides 
a stable environment for artists to fully 
commit to exploring and engaging with 
local neighbourhoods. We believe this 
allows artists the space and confidence 
to deliver work which responds to local 
contexts and for communities to have 
meaningful experiences and agency in 
the work we are invovled with. 

In 2017-18, building works will begin on 
the North Woolwich Railway Line, a 
communituy focused capital project 
in the Docklands and we will continue 
to develop our radical housing project 

Future Programme
2017-18

Earth Station brewery (2018). Image courtesy of muf

A House for Artists in Barking Town 
Centre.

We will also start the process of 
commissioning artists to work in Park 
Royal,  West London where we will be 
collaborating with the OPDC for the next 
three years as part of their Great Place 
Scheme.

In 2018, we will continue to expand our 
interests around research and together 
with the Universities of Edinburgh 
and Sheffield, wil will publish the first 
sociological study on the topic of social 
mobility in the cultural industries as part 
of Panic!, a project we initiated back in 
2015. 
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OPDC (2018). Image (c) Mattr Media

Ongoing Projects
 

As well as brining new programmes 
and projects, we are spending time 
and energy supporting the initiatives 
we have helped establish over the 
past 5 years. We are happy to see the 
projects we have commissioned start 
to establish themselves. Our work to 
support ongoing projects ranges from 
contributing towards the governance of 
the new charities, CICs and companies 
which we have helped establish, 
supporting ongoing fundraising to co-
commissioning new work.

These projects each provide valuable 
community spaces from which they 
are able to offer a wide range of 
benefits and programmes, and have 
business models which sustain them. 
All of them are now operating as social 
enterprises or charities in their own 
right. This model of making a long-
term commitment to a place and a 
community is the way in which we 
intend to work through a number of our 
projects over the coming years.

The long-term projects that we 
continue to support and collaborate 
with include:
Blackhorse Workshop
Open School East 
Company Drinks
Old Manor Park Library
The Rose Lipman Building

Blackhorse Workshop. Image (c) Ben Quinton

Company Drinks range. Image (c) Jennifer Balcombe



Statement of Financial Activities

Incoming Resources

             2016 
              £

                2017 
                 £

Incoming resources from charitable 
activities (project funding)

1,281,526  989,519

Incoming resources from generated 
funds (other income)

4,536 31,917

Total incoming resources 1,286,062 1,021,436

Resources Expended
Charitable activities 1,034,519 956,748

Costs of generating voluntary income 53,113 40,103

Total resources expended 1,087,632 996,851

Net movement in funds 198,430 24,585
Funds balances at 1 April  242,513 440,943

Funds balances at 31 March 440,943 465,528 

Balance Sheet               2016                  2017
               £                  £

Current assets 2,21o 1,105

Debtors 189,910 331,788

Cash at bank and in hand 451,588 193,623

Total 641,446 525,411 

Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year

(202,765) (60,988)

Net current assets 438,733 464,423 

Total assets 440,943 465,528

Income Funds
Restricted  funds 260,188 248,236 

Designated funds 80,400 81,720
Unrestricted funds 100,355 135,572 

Total 440,943 465,528

2016/2017 was the fifth full year 
of independent operations for 
the Create London team after its 
incorporation as a stand-alone 
charity. 

Both Hackney and Haringey Councils 
contributed £25,000 and Waltham 
Forest contributed £20,000 towards 
funding Create’s core costs and, in 
Barking and Dagenham’s case, they 
contributed £183,500 towards the 
award- winning  White House project 
in Becontree, as well as providing 
an initial contribution of £25,000 
towards the start-up costs of the 
highly innovative affordable housing 
project A House for Artists. 

In addition, the team raised almost 
£800,000 in new funding from 
corporate sponsors and other 
grant funders. Chief amongst these 
were Arts Council England, the 
Greater London Authority, London 
Regeneration Fund, London Borough 
of Newham, Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
the Mayor’s Fund for London, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, Investec, 
the Stow Brothers agency, Garfield 
Weston Foundation, Paul Hamlyn 
Foundation, Foyle Foundation, Helen 

Finance

Hamlyn Trust, City Bridge Trust 
and the Genesis Foundation. The 
members of the Create Circle made 
generous charitable contributions 
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Our work supports artists to deliver 
ambitious new projects which reach 
communities across east London.

Working with hundreds of 
artists, and tens of thousands 
of participants, our ambitious 
programme of projects has enabled 
people across east London to 
engage directly with art in new and 
inspiring ways.

Our work always seeks to: 
• Deliver innovative new projects 
from regional and international 
artists
• Demonstrate the value of 
artists' contributions to shaping a 
progressive and inclusive society
• Support young people from diverse 
backgrounds to gain experiencem 
skills and employment in our sector

We rely on donations, grants and 
sponsorship to help fund our 
charitable activities and to develop 
the vision of our programme. 
Whether through one-off donations, 
sponsorship, or on-going patronage, 
there are many ways to get involved 
with Create London to support our 
programme and us.

Support Us

The White House Launch Event (2016)Page 18

To find out more, please contact 
Sorrel Hershberg. 
Please call: 020 7382 7284 
or email: sorrel@createlondon.org 
or visit: createlondon.org/support-us/

totalling £20,000.

The figures in this report are a 
summary from Create’s Audited 
Accounts.



Associate Partner
Barbican

Core supporters
Arts Council England
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Greater London Authority
London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham
London Borough of Hackney
London Borough of Haringey
London Borough of Newham
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Project Supporters
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
City Bridge Trust
Fluxus Art Projects
Foyle Foundation
Garfield Weston Foundation
Genesis Foundation
Helen Hamlyn Trust
Heritage Lottery Fund
Mayor’s Fund for London
Paul Hamlyn Foundation
The Stow Brothers

Legal Support
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

2016-17 Supporters
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Trustees

John Studzinski CBE, Chairman 
Senior Managing Director and 
Global Head of Blackstone Advisory 
Partners LP

David Bailey CBE 
Artist, photographer and filmmaker, 
Director Camera Eye Limited

Tony Elliott CBE 
Founder/Chairman at Time Out 
Group Ltd

Karina McTeague 
Director Retail Banking, Supervision, 
Retail and Authorisations Division, 
FCA

Ruth McKenzie
Former Director of The Holland 
Festival

Leslie Morphy OBE
Consultant, Deputy Chair of Board 
of Governors at Oxford Brookes 
University

Ruaridh Nicoll 
Editor of the Observer Magazine

Henry Ritchotte 
Founder, RitMir Ventures

Matthew Slotover OBE 
Co-Founder and Co-Publisher of 
Frieze Art Fair, Director of Frieze 
Foundation Town Gas Launch (2016)

Andrea Sullivan 
Head of International, Global 
Environment, Social and 
Governance, Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch

Liam Kane MBE
Company Secretary

Councillor Guy Nicholson, Vice-Chair 
London Borough of Hackney

Councillor Ian Corbett 
London Borough of Newham

Councillor Denise Jones 
London Borough Tower Hamlets

Councillor Ahsan Khan  
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Leader of the Council Darren 
Rodwell  
Leader of the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham

Councillor Bernice Vanier 
London Borough of Haringey

Councillor Grace Williams 
London Borough of Waltham Forest



A House for Artists (2017). Image courtesy of Apparata
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