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Chairman’s Statement

I am delighted to report that in this, 
our fourth year, Create London has 
continued to grow, to deepen its 
impact and to prosper. It brings 
us all a real sense of pride to see 
our long-term projects develop 
and make significant and valuable 
contributions to the lives of 
many people in east London and 
further afield. New projects and 
commissions are always particularly 
exciting and this year has been 
extraordinary in this respect. 
Create’s mission is to explore and 
expand the relationships between 
artists and communities in London 
through developing new projects 

supported by the Mayor of London, 
the Charles Hayward Foundation 
and the London Borough of 
Newham, and is now a long-term 
studio building and community 
space for 19 artists. What makes 
the project so special is that it 
has reimagined a new function 
for a beautiful but empty library 
and looked back to Carnegie’s 
original philanthropic goals in 
establishing an inspiring space for 
self-education and community 
empowerment. Regular classes, 
talks and workshops for the whole 
community are now delivered at 
the old Library by a range of artists 
and we look forward to seeing the 
building prosper again and re-
igniting its original purpose. All our 
projects support artists to thrive in 
our city and to do so in a way which 
benefits local neighbourhoods in 
bold and pioneering ways. I cannot 
think of a better example of this 
approach to social change and 
urban renewal than the Old Manor 
Park Library project.

While our focus remains in east 
London, we delivered our first 
international project this year – 
Your Ad Here in Lagos, Nigeria. 
Supported by the British Council, 
we worked with two UK artists, Nick 

and supporting the development of 
our longer term initiatives.  Projects 
we have launched this year and 
which we hope to develop for many 
years to come include our creative 
approach to tacking childhood 
obesity in Tottenham with Chicken 
Town, the new ambitious artist 
space Old Manor Park Library and 
Aaron Angell’s new ceramics project 
Town Gas in Hoxton. Each of these 
will actively engage and benefit 
a cross-section of east London 
residents, involving people from a 
wide range of social backgrounds, 
ages and communities.

Our projects have again involved tens 
of thousands of people from across 
London. This year we are proud to 
have placed almost 100 young people 
into full time jobs in the creative 
sector - several of these within our 
own projects - and our programme 
has included some of the most 
exciting artists and creative partners 
working in the UK today.

The complete restoration of a 
former Carnegie Library in Manor 
Park with Bow Arts Trust and the 
young architect practice Apparata 
was a particular pleasure to 
see. The Old Manor Park Library 
restoration has been generously 

Waplington and Matt Stokes and 
Lagos-based artists Karo Akpokiere 
and Lanre Lawal to create huge 
roadside artworks situated on local 
advertising billboards which were 
enjoyed by tens of thousands of 
Lagos residents as part of an exciting 
UK-Nigeria collaborative season. 
Working overseas has enabled us 
to further reflect on our working 
methods, to learn more about how 
to make real impact in community 
contexts and has given us a chance 
to share what we have learned with 
others in another continent.

Our partnerships with the Barbican 
and the Chisenhale Gallery 
continued this year and included 
a two-year residency with artist 
Yuri Pattison and the Walthamstow 
Garden Party, which this year 
attracted record audiences of over 
34,000 people to the grounds of 
the William Morris Gallery in July.

Our partnerships with east London 
councils and a range of leading 
arts institutions in the capital 
continue. We could not accomplish 
our goals and objectives without 
the enthusiasm and engagement 
of our London borough partners 
who are as determined as we 
are to see the arts and creativity 
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involve and impact the daily lives of 
our communities.

We are proud to have established 
new partnerships with the Hayward 
Gallery, who we worked with for 
the British Art Show 8, and with 
Goldsmiths University and the 
Guardian newspaper with whom our 
project Panic! What happened to 
social mobility in the arts? Began a 
conversation across the UK about 
social mobility in the context of the 
arts industry. These relationships 
and projects have added to our 
profile and our standing and 
have underpinned Create’s own 
development as a trailblazing 
arts charity. We continue to make 
new partnerships and to nurture 
relationships with our long-term 
partners, which we consider central 
to how we can grow as a responsible 
and committed organisation.

We raised over one million pounds 
from public and private sources 
as well as trusts and foundations 
to deliver our programme for 
this year. Among Create’s major 
funders were Arts Council England, 
the Mayor of London and the 
Mayor’s Fund for London, Bank 
of America Merrill Lynch and 
Bloomberg LP. Our sincere thanks 

go to them and all our other 
funders and committed partners 
who make our work possible. You 
provide us with a platform to pursue 
our work for 2016/17, and I am 
excited that we are continuing this 
rewarding and vital journey together 
which makes our city prosper and 
which looks to provide new bridges 
between us all. Given all that is 
happening on the UK national and 
London political scene, there is 
no more important moment than 
now to pursue better community 
cohesion and understanding and 
there is no more relevant group of 
people than our artists with whom 
to make that journey. 

I want to finish by noting my thanks 
to all of the members of the Create 
Board who have contributed 
their time, guidance, experience, 
personal financial support and 
insight to making Create the 
flourishing organisation it is today. 
To Hadrian Garrard and the rest 
of the executive team, thanks 
again for your determination and 
the exceptional delivery of a great 
year’s work in which we saw things 
happen in an extraordinary way. 
 
John Studzinski CBE 
Chairman
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Town Gas participant (2016). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff



Create

Create is helping to reshape and re-
imagine the role of artists in London, 
building a sense of place in some of 
the most rapidly changing parts of 
the city. 

We are redefining what art can do 
in cities, with our work spanning job 
creation, urban renewal, supporting 
community cohesion and nurturing 
young artists.

Our ambitious programme of 
projects aims to:

Connect Artists and Communities
Create helps artists to connect 
more closely with communities. Our 
work is primarily focused in east 
London, home to more artists and 
art organisations than anywhere 
else in Europe and one of the most 
economically deprived parts of the UK. 

Tackle the Challenges of the City
Create exists to explore the ways 
that artists can make positive 
contributions to the lives of people 
in cities.

Facilitate Urban Renewal
We commission art anywhere. 
Unlike a gallery or theatre we have 
no fixed public space, preferring to 
work in the places people encounter 
every day.
 
We have expertise in delivering 
long-term creative projects that 
contribute to improvements in 
neighbourhoods across east London 
and which involve communities in 
the process of change.

Engage Children and Young People
Working in areas that experience low 
levels of cultural engagement, we 
prioritise children and young people 
who would not normally have access 
to the arts.

Support Artists
We provide significant new opportunities 
for artists. We encourage them to 
consider their relationship with their 
neighbourhood, resulting in changes 
in their practice and ground 
breaking projects.
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October 2015 – January 2017
British Art Show 8
Leeds, Edinburgh, Norwich, 
Southampton

Day After Debt (UK) is a long-term 
collaborative art project by the 
artist Ahmet Ögüt, addressing the 
significance of student debt. The 
cost of continuing education is a 
critical factor for young people in 
the UK considering their futures. 
Since 2010, Higher Education 
institutions in the UK can charge 
fees of up to £9,000 per year. 
Together with the debt incurred 
from student loans, this means 
many young people face debts of 
around £45,000 after completing an 
undergraduate degree. 

For the British Art Show 8, artists 
Liam Gillick, Susan Hiller and Goshka 
Macuga were invited by Ögüt to 
design sculptures that function 
as collection points for public 
contributions to a student loan debt 
relief campaign.

The three bespoke money boxes 
were installed in civic spaces around 
the four cities of British Art Show 8, 

Headline facts and figures: 
• 4 Exhibition Venues 
• Over 25,000 people attended the 

exhibitions

The British Art Show 8: Day After Debt (UK)
Ahmet Ögüt 

Goshka Macuga, In Debt View (2016). Image courtesy of Michael WolchoverPage 6

generating income which will be 
redistributed through the Jubilee 
Debt Campaign.

Jubilee Debt is a UK charity 
campaigning internationally to 
challenge debt and it’s damaging 
impact on communities. As part of 
the project Ögüt worked with lawyer 
Daniel McClean to develop a Letter 
of Agreement between the artists 
and potential future owners, so that 
all present and future proceeds 
collected by the sculptures will go to 
the Jubilee Debt campaign.

Ahmet Ögüt’s Day After Debt (UK), with artists 
Liam Gillick, Susan Hiller and Goshka Macuga, 
in collaboration with Jubilee Debt Campaign, 
is co-commissioned by Create and Lafayette 
Anticipation – Fonds de Dotation Famille 
Moulin, Paris.

Opened November 2015 (ongoing)
Tottenham, London

A new not-for-profit restaurant 
offering a delicious alternative to 
the growing number of chicken 
shops on the high street that sell 
cheap, poor quality and unhealthy 
food. As well as encouraging 
healthy eating in the area, this 
new social enterprise gives 
young people in Tottenham the 
opportunity to receive training, 
mentoring and real job prospects.

Chicken Town serves the whole 
community and all of the profits 
from evening trade subsidise the 
£2 Junior Specials, helping local 
young people get a better quality, 
affordable, after-school meal. 

Almost one in four reception-age 
children are overweight or obese 
in the local area. By age eleven 
that figure rises to more than one 
in three. Within a mile of the new 
restaurant there are 34 fast food 
outlets offering cheap, calorific 
food that is accessible, affordable 
and, for many young people, an 
accepted part of their regular 
diet. Chicken Town provides young 

Chicken Town
Assemble 

Chicken Town (2016). Image courtesy of  Rob Logan

“The most interesting restaurant in 
London right now…” 

- Evening Standard
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customers with a much healthier 
way of enjoying fast food and 
encourages them to think about the 
origins of what they are eating. 

The restaurant is located in a former 
fire station on Tottenham Green, 
the interior of which has been 
redesigned by Turner Prize-winning 
architecture and art practice, 
Assemble. The restaurant is now run 
as an independent limited company. 

Headline facts and figures: 
• Over 11,000 pieces of chicken sold

in the first 4 months of opening
• Over 7,000 customers in 6 months
• Employed 15 people in 6 months
• Open for 880 hours in 4 months
• 600 children engaged with
• The chicken has 75% less salt than 

its local competitors.

Chicken Town is supported by Haringey Council 
and the Mayor of London’s High Street Fund 
with additional support from Founding Partners 
Bloomberg Philanthropies and Time Out London.



July 2014 – August 2016
Chisenhale Gallery, London

The Chisenhale Gallery Create 
Residency is an ambitious 18-month 
artists’ residency in collaboration with 
Chisenhale Gallery. The partnership 
reflects the mutual interests of 
Create and Chisenhale Gallery’s 
Offsite Programme in commissioning 
artists to engage with east London’s 
communities and its varied social and 
cultural contexts.

Pattison – who works in digital 
media and sculpture, exploring ways 
in which the virtual world meets 
the everyday – will question how 
this functions, interrogating the 
aesthetics, success and failures of 
transparency. An exhibition of work 
by Pattison will mark the culmination 
of the residency at Chisenhale 
Gallery in July 2016.

A new commission, produced in 
partnership by Chisenhale Gallery 
and Create, User Space is the first 
UK institutional solo show by artist 
Yuri Pattison. 

London-based artist Yuri Pattison is 
exploring the idea of transparency; 

Chisenhale Gallery Create Residency
Uber Space
Yuri Pattison

Yuri Pattison, enquire for lobby work 2 & 3 (2016). Image courtesy of Manuela Barczewski 

“It’s like a future look back at how we 
spend our days, and it makes for grim but 
addictive viewing.”
- Time Out
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how both large companies and 
smaller networks communicate 
information visibly to encourage a 
feeling of security among consumers. 

Pattison works in digital media 
and sculpture, exploring ways in 
which the virtual world meets 
the everyday. This exhibition will 
comprise of an entirely new body of 
work, including digital and sculptural 
elements developed across 18 
months as part of his Chisenhale 
Gallery Create Residency.

July 2015 – April 2017
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 
London

The Leaway is a new route being 
developed along the River Lea that 
will connect the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park to the Royal Docks 
and the River Thames. Areas of the 
river will be made fully accessible 
to the public for the first time. 
At this time of dramatic change, 
Create worked with artists and 
people living locally to understand 
the important contribution the 
River Lea has made to the lives of 
Londoners over hundreds of years, 
and to consider its future.

In Summer 2015, teenagers 
from the Lower Lea Valley and 
artists Leigh Clarke, Dash N’ Dem 
and Gayle Chong Kwan made 
alternative guides to the Leaway 
looking at the area through 
historical themes of Dirt, Trade 
and Industry, and Food and 
Nature. A soundtrack inspired by 
the area will also be created by 
young people at Spotlight Youth 
Centre working with Dash ‘n’ Dem 
and artists Slix and Rapid. These 
Odd Guides and accompanying 

Headline facts and figures: 
• 50 young people participated in 

the workshops 
• 5 km of river and walkway explored

Leaway: The Odd Guides
Leigh Clarke, Dash N’ Dem and Gayle Chong Kwan 

The Leaway workshops, (2016). Image courtesy of Emiil CharlaffPage 9

tracks will be launched to coincide 
with the opening of the Leaway in 
2017. Part artwork, part trail, part 
map, each will capture an eclectic 
and multi-layered perspective of 
the Lower Lea Valley and the new 
Leaway route through the eyes of 
local teenagers. 

A series of public events and live 
music allowed visitors to the area 
to explore the many natural and 
social histories of the area. The 
programme included an exploration 
of the cultural story of east London 
through grime music, and story-
telling sessions on the epic industrial 
history of the area.

The Leaway project is being delivered by the 
London Legacy Development Corporation, London 
Borough of Newham, the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets and Poplar HARCA, supported by 
the Mayor of London and Transport for London.

The Chisenhale Gallery Create Residency is 
supported by Arts Council England.



Opened January 2016 (ongoing)
Newham, London

The Old Manor Park Library in the 
London Borough of Newham is a 
new public space for artists, makers 
and local people in Manor Park.

The Library, a Grade II listed Carnegie 
building unused for four years, has 
been re-designed by architects 
Nicholas Lobo Brennan and Astrid 
Smitham (Apparata) to incorporate 
affordable artist studios, meeting 
spaces and Rabbits Road Institute 
- a pioneering new art space led by 
artists Ruth Beale and Amy Feneck. 
The building provides support for 
artistic practices ranging from 
making, performance, research and 
group activities. In an area with 
markedly low levels of cultural 
engagement, the project allows 
artists and residents of east London 
to connect with each other in new 
ways enabling a radical new sharing 
of knowledge, skills and resources.

The re-imagined library was inspired 
by the Free Library Movement of the 
mid-Victorian period that developed 
alongside several other workers’ 
education movements. Old Manor 

Headline facts and figures:
• 608m2 of floor space converted
• 20 artists with new studios
• 1500 hours volunteered during the 

build phase

Old Manor Park Library
Apparata 

Old Manor Park Library (2016). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff

Park Library brings the ethos of the 
Movement into the 21st century. In 
a city where artists are struggling 
more than ever to secure affordable 
space to work, this project considers 
what benefits artists can bring to a 
neighbourhood through self-education, 
skills sharing and the re-imagining 
of a municipal heritage building.
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“Elegance on a budget….Apparata have 
already made their mark as one of the 
most interesting young architecture firms 
in the capital.”  
 
- The Guardian

Launched July 2015 (ongoing)
Old Manor Park Library, Newham, 
London

Create commissioned artists Ruth 
Beale and Amy Feneck to establish a 
substantial artist-led residency space 
as part of Old Manor Park Library.

Responding to the legacy of the free 
public library and to workers’ education 
movements over the last three 
centuries, the ambition of the project 
is to use this space as a place for 
exchange, education and community 
led activities. Rabbits Road Institute 
will be a space for study programmes, 
events, lectures, performances and 
social gatherings that reflect local 
knowledge and experience. 

Rabbits Road Institute
Ruth Beale and Amy Feneck 

Rabbits Road Institute (2015). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff Page 11

Rabbits Road Institute will continue 
as a centre for self-education and 
research beyond Ruth and Amy’s 
project, with local communities and 
artists invited to develop and build a 
vision for its future.

 Headline facts and figures: 
• 57 events delivered
• 2000 people involved
• 8 different languages spoken at 

Conversation Club
• 5300 cups of tea made

The Old Manor Park Library is delivered in 
partnership by Create, Bow Arts and Newham 
Council. It is supported by the Mayor of London’s 
High Street Fund and Charles Hayward Foundation.

Supported by Arts Council England and London 
Borough of Newham.



October 2015 – November 2017
Leeds and London

Town Gas, the inaugural Create 
Cities commission, sees the 
construction of London’s only 
publicly accessible gas-fired kiln 
and a new pottery established 
in partnership with local people 
in Hoxton. Developed by London-
based artist Aaron Angell, the 
project enabled 15 local young adults 
aged 16-24 to get involved with the 
build and operation of the kiln.

Angell founded Troy Town Art Pottery 
in 2013 in response to dwindling access 
to ceramics facilities in London. The 
pottery provides a space for artists 
to explore the practice of ceramics, 
removed from the idea of production 
and function that is embedded in the 
history of the medium. Town Gas will 
expand this approach, introducing a 
new way of thinking about ceramics to 
young adults in east London.

Town Gas will offer workshops and 
other activities throughout 2017 
culminating in a traineeship on how 
to use the gas-fired kiln. The project 
aims to train the young adults to 
run the pottery workshop through 

Town Gas 
Aaron Angell 

Town Gas, Aaron Angell (2016). Image courtesy of Emil CharlaffPage 13

September – December 2015
Leeds and London

Panic! was a ten-day programme of 
music, film and live debate bringing 
together people from across the 
political and arts spectrum to reflect 
on findings from a new national 
survey. Over 2,500 cultural sector 
workers completed the Panic survey 
which was distributed by the 
Guardian newspaper and devised 
by researchers at Goldsmiths 
University. The results presented a 
snapshot of who is working in the 
sector and how they got there. 

At a series of live debates held in 
London and Leeds, we invited leading 
academics, artists and journalists 
to discuss the state of Pop culture, 
the future of London as a centre 
for artists, the economic value of 
a diverse cultural sector and the 
impact of student debt on creativity. 
A programme of live music and film 
events ran alongside these talks, 
exploring the UK’s unique 50-year 
history of socially diverse cultural 
expression, Ahmet Ögüt‘s project 
Day After Debt at the British Art 
Show 8, considered the rising cost 
of education and its impact on the 

Panic! 
What happened to social mobility in the arts? 
 

Panic! visual campaign (2016). Image courtesy of Create 

Headline facts and figures: 
• 2,500 artists and arts worker 

completed the survey
• 25 high profile industry figures 

took part in our poster campaign
• 5 public talks in London and Leeds
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“The arts are in danger of becoming the 
preserve of the rich.” 
 
- The Guardian

Panic! is a Create project, delivered in partnership 
with the Barbican, the Guardian, Goldsmiths 
University and British Art Show 8, with support 
from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation and Arts 
Council England.

The Create Cities project is a new commission 
that provides a leading artist with a major 
opportunity to deliver a project that will have a 
lasting impact on the life of a community. It is 
made possible by the support of Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch which, who for the 8th consecutive 
year, has partnered with Create to support artists 
in east London. The project is also supported by 
London Borough of Hackney

lives of young people.
The Panic! visual campaign was 
conceived by acclaimed British art 
director Peter Saville. Launched in 
October 2015, the fly-posted images 
featured iconic faces from theatre, 
film, TV, art, design, fashion and 
music, tagged with the occupation 
of their bread-winning parent, 
raising the question ‘could these 
cultural figures have had the same 
chance of success if they were a 
young person in 2015’?

The project also included a work 
placement scheme for 20 young 
people, supported by the Mayor’s 
Fund for London. 

participation in the project and to 
develop new transferable skills to 
support their future ambitions in 
education and employment and 
self-development.



July 2015
Lloyd Park, Walthamstow

Following a successful first year in 
2014, Create and the Barbican once 
again joined forces with Waltham 
Forest Council to present a free 
weekend of music, theatre, arts & 
crafts, food and family activities. 
The two-day festival in July 2015 
attracted over 34,000 visitors to 
Walthamstow’s beautiful Lloyd Park. 

Create curated the Useful & 
Beautiful Craft Marquee and Trail, an 
arts and craft programme inspired 
by the life and work of William Morris. 
Children and adults were invited to 
follow the trail across the park trying 
their hand at printmaking, woodwork, 
jewellery-making, photography, 
ceramics and other activities, all led 
by local artists and makers.  

Create also provides curatorial input 
to the overall festival programme, 
working with the Barbican to ensure 
a good balance between local 
talent and international performers. 
Musical highlights included afro-beat 
pioneers Femi Kuti & The Positive 
Force; rising UK hip-hop star and 
Mercury Music Prize nominee Ghost-

Headline facts and figures:
• Over 34,000 visitors attended the 
festival across a two-day period.
• Create commissioned 16 local 
artists/organisations to run free and 
discounted craft activities in the 
Useful and Beautiful Craft Marquee.
• 8,000 participants in the craft 
areas
• 200 xylophones created

Walthamstow Garden Party
 

Walthamstow Garden Party (2015). Image courtesy of Evans PowellPage 14

September 2015 – March 2016
Lagos, Nigeria

Inspired by our 2014 project Your Ad 
Here, which saw east London artists 
creating adverts for businesses in 
and around Olympic Park, the British 
Council invited Create to produce 
a similar project in Nigeria. Our first 
commission outside of the UK, this 
was an opportunity for us to explore 
working in a completely different 
context and to share and build 
upon our experience of community-
focused art practice.  

In Nigeria, giant advertising hoardings 
are commonplace, pasted with 
billboard images on a vast cinematic 
scale. Beneath these monolithic 
structures, artists Karo Akpokiere 
(Nigeria and Germany), Matt Stokes 
(UK) and Nick Waplington (UK and 
US) developed three new works that 
brought art into an unequivocally 
public context. Each new work was 
the result of extensive research and 
conversation with people living in 
Lagos, and artists paid tribute to 
the social networks and complex 
economies of day-to-day life found 
in restaurants, music shops and 

Headline facts and figures:
• 250m2 of advertising space used 
• 55 Nigerian artists entered the 

competition.
• Artworks reached audiences of 

over two million

Your Ad Here: Nigeria
Karo Akpokierie, Lanre Lawal, Matt Stokes, Nick Waplington  

The Idol, interior view (2015). Image courtesy of Emil Charlaff

Page 15 Matt Stokes (2016). Image courtesy of the British Council

Commissioned by Create and A Whitespace Gallery 
in Nigeria and funded by the British Council.

Delivered in partnership with the Barbican and 
London Borough of Waltham Forest and was 
supported by the Stow Brothers..

poet; 12-piece Columbian salsa band 
LA-33; and legendary Jamaican ska 
band Skatalites. The weekend also 
featured a traditional sports day, 
walks and talks, and a Mini Garden 
Party by Lloyd Park Children’s Centre. 
The Real Food Festival brought food 
from around the globe while E17 
Designers Market showcased local 
artisanal designs.

exemplified by street sellers and 
street-side entrepreneurs.

These works were then followed by 
an open call competition resulting 
in Lanre Lewal (Nigeria) being 
selected for a fourth billboard. 
All of the final works and the 
runners-up from the competition 
were presented in an exhibition at 
A Whitespace Gallery, Lagos.



Ongoing
East London

Create Jobs provides new 
routes into the arts and creative 
industries for young people living 
in Barking & Dagenham, Greenwich, 
Hackney, Newham, Tower Hamlets 
and Waltham Forest. Working in 
partnership with A New Direction, the 
programme aims to bring more 16–24 
year-olds from these boroughs into 
the creative sector, diversifying the 
workforce and providing beneficial 
experiences for both employers 
and job-seekers. Create Jobs 
supports creative, diverse and 
talented young Londoners into work 
in the arts and creative industries.

Through a supportive programme 
of opportunities, training and events, 
and working with employers to place 
young people into work, we offer a full, 
personal and practical experience on 
both sides.

We believe that the knowledge, 
enthusiasm and drive that local, 
young people can bring to the 
creative industries can be as useful, 
and sometimes more so, than an 
academic qualification. We don’t 

Headline facts and figures:
• 500 young people engaged with
• 100 young people into employement 

through the programme
• 70 Work experience placements
• 140 Employer Events delivered

Create Jobs
 

Create Jobs participants (2015). Image courtesy of Ben Stevens/ i-images

Page 16 Create Jobs participants, Fashion Shoot (2015). Image courtesy of A New Direction

The 2016-17 Create programme 
remains as ambitious and dynamic as 
ever, but with a shifting focus towards 
longer-term and more sustainable 
projects, focused around a series of 
hubs. We will continue to tackle the 
challenges facing communities and 
artists in east London and explore one 
satellite project each year, which will 
inform and share our learnings. 

A key development in our practice 
over the past three years has been 
to establish projects which develop 
over a longer period of time, and 
which are more deeply rooted in 
local communities. We have found 
that setting up projects which 
have the potential to grow and to 
establish themselves as part of 
neighbourhood infrastructures, is 
a responsible approach for both 
artists and their potential audiences/
collaborators.  Ensuring that projects 
are supported from the early stages, 
to become financially sustainable 
and independent, provides a stable 
environment for artists to fully 
commit to exploring and engaging 
with the local community and to 
carefully find ways to work with 
‘hard to reach’ audiences. We believe 
this allows artists the space and 

Future Programme
2016-17

The Station (2017). Image courtesy of William Bunce

confidence to deliver the best work 
of their careers and for communities 
to have meaningful and often 
transformational experiences. 

In 2016-17 we will build on this ethos, 
by focusing on two new art centres: 
Rabbits Road Institute, at the Old 
Manor Park Library which opened 
this year, and The White House which 
will open in September 2016. Both will 
be home to a rota of resident artists, 
working with their local neighbours 
to provide opportunities for creative 
expression, learning, confidence and 
skills-building, community meetings 
or simply a friendly place to have a 
cup of tea. A new project beginning 
in 2016, will see a derelict station 
and over 8000m2 of land in North 
Woolwich revitalised as a community 
art and project space and a new 
home for Open School East. 

Long-term projects that we continue 
to support include:  Blackhorse 
Workshop, Rose Lipman Building, Open 
School East, Baltic Street Adventure 
Playground, Company Drinks, The Idol 
and The Barking Bathhouse

These projects each provide 
valuable community spaces from 
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believe that people should have to 
work for free to get ahead.

Create Jobs makes it easier 
for employers to take on young 
east Londoners by shortlisting 
candidates, offering support and 
advice and helping them to access 
wage incentives. It provides a 
framework to ensure a successful 
experience on both sides, with 
follow up visits and feedback.

Create Jobs underpins all of 
our work and we aim to provide 
opportunities for young people 
in the form of work placements, 
mentoring, apprenticeships or paid 
internships on all of our projects.

Create Jobs is delivered by A New Direction 
in partnership with Create. It is supported 
by Garfield Western Foundation, Bloomberg 
Philanthropies and The Mayors Fund for London.

which they are able to offer a wide 
range of benefits and programmes, 
and have business models which 
sustain them. All of them are now 
operating as social enterprises or 
charities in their own right. This 
model of long-term commitment 
to an area, and a community, is the 
way in which we intend to work 
through a number of our projects 
over the coming years.



Statement of Financial Activities

Incoming Resources

             2015 
              £

                2016 
                 £

Incoming resources from charitable 
activities (project funding)

844,099  1,281,526

Incoming resources from generated 
funds (other income)

- 4,536

Total incoming resources 844,099 1,286,062

Resources Expended
Charitable activities 951,286 1,034,519

Costs of generating voluntary income 73,030 53,113

Total resources expended 1,024,316 1,087,632

Net movement in funds (180,217) 198,430
Funds balances at 1 April  422,730 242,513

Funds balances at 31 March 242,513 440,943 

Balance Sheet               2015                  2016
               £                  £

Current assets

Debtors 96,813 189,910

Cash at bank and in hand 295,633 451,588

Total 392,446 641,498 

Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year

(149,933) (202,765)

Net current assets 242,513 438,733 

Total assets 242,513 440,943

Income Funds
Restricted  funds 103,085 260,188 

Designated funds 60,000 80,400
Unrestricted funds 79,428 100,355 

Total 242,513 440,943

2015 - 2016 was the fourth full year 
of independent operations for the 
Create team after its incorporation 
as a stand-alone charity. 

Hackney Council contributed 
£25,000 and Waltham Forest 
contributed £20,000 towards 
funding Create’s core costs and 
in London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham’s case, they contributed 
£70,000 towards the ground 
breaking soft play project, The Idol, 
and also provided £35,000 match 
funding for the Company: Movement 
Drinks and Deals projects alongside 
the Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 

In addition, the team raised almost 
£700,000 in new funding from 
corporate sponsors and other grant 
funders, chief amongst which were 
Arts Council England, the Greater 
London Authority, London Legacy 
Development Corporation, London 
Borough of Newham, London 
Borough of Haringey, the British 
Council, Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch, British Land, the Mayor’s 
Fund for London, Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, the Stow Brothers, 
Oakley Capital Limited, UK Space 
Agency, Mercers Company, Garfield 

Finance

Weston Foundation, Paul Hamlyn 
Foundation, Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Charles Hayward Foundation and 
the L&Q Foundation.

Page 18

Our work supports artists to deliver 
ambitious new projects which reach 
communities across east London.

Working with over 220 artists we 
have allowed over 61,000 local 
people to participate in and 
to benefit from our ambitious 
projects. We have enabled 
diverse communities to engage 
directly with art in ways that have 
been thought-provoking and 
inspiring.  Our work not only gives 
people a better appreciation of 
the value of the arts, it helps to 
build stronger communities.

Our work seeks to: 
• Deliver high quality ground-
breaking projects, working with 
home-grown and international 
artists.
• Demonstrate the value of artists’ 
contributions in producing long-
term social and economic benefits 
for communities. 
• Support young talented people 
from diverse backgrounds to gain 
skills and employment in the cultural 
and creative industries.

We rely on donations, grants and 
sponsorship to help fund our 

Support Us

Company: Movement, Deals and Drinks (2016). Image courtesy of Joanne JollyPage 19

charitable activities and to develop 
our artistic vision. Our supporters 
enable us to deliver our work to the 
highest standard and give us the 
freedom to create bold impactful 
projects. So please give what you 
can afford – this could be through 
a one-off donation, sponsorship, 
regular giving or contributing to our 
Create Circle membership scheme.

The figures in this report are a 
summary from Create’s Audited 
Accounts.

To find out more, please contact our 
Head of Development, Hazel Durrant.
Please call: 020 7382 7284 
or email: hazel@createlondon.org 
or visit: createlondon.org/support-us/



Associate Partner
Barbican

Core supporters
Arts Council England
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Mayor of London

London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham
Royal Borough of Greenwich
London Borough of Hackney
London Borough of Haringey
London Borough of Newham
London Borough of Tower Hamlets
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Project Supporters
The Becht Family
British Council
British Land
Charles Hayward Foundation
Garfield Weston Foundation
Heritage Lottery Fund
London Legacy Development 
Corporation
L&Q Foundation
Mayor’s Fund for London
The Mercers’ Company
MetroDynamics
Oakley Capital Limited
Paul Hamlyn Foundation
The Stow Brothers

Team London
UK Space Agency

Legal Support
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

Supporters
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Trustees

John Studzinski CBE, Chairman 
Senior Managing Director and 
Global Head of Blackstone Advisory 
Partners LP

David Bailey CBE 
Artist

Tony Elliott 
Founder/Chairman at Time Out 
Group Ltd

Ruth Mackenzie CBE
Former Director of the Holland 
Festival

Karina McTeague 
Director Retail Banking, Supervision, 
Retail and Authoriasations Division, FCA

Leslie Morphy OBE
Deputy Chair of Board of Governors 
at Oxford Brooks University

Ruaridh Nicoll 
Editor of the Observer Magazine

Henry Ritchotte 
Chief Operating Officer of Deutsche 
Bank AG

Matthew Slotover 
Co-Founder and Co-Publisher of 
Frieze Art Fair

Walthamstow Garden Party (2015). Image courtesy of  Evans Powell

Andrea Sullivan 
Head of International, Global 
Environment, Social and Governance, 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Liam Kane MBE
Company Secretary

Councillor Guy Nicholson, Vice-Chair 
London Borough of Hackney

Councillor Ian Corbett 
London Borough of Newham

Councillor Denise Jones 
London Borough Tower Hamlets

Councillor Ahsan Khan  
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Councillor Darren Rodwell  
Leader of the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham

Councillor Grace Williams 
London Borough of Waltham Forest

Councillor Miranda Williams 
Royal Borough of Greenwich



One of My Kind (2017). Image courtesy of Steph Jed
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